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About Folks and Things 


The editor wishes to acknowledge the 
work of Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein, Secretary 
ef the Department of Evangelism, on this 
splendid special number of The Herald. Dr. 
Helfenstein made all arrangements for the 
articles and deserves the entire credit for 
his helpful selections of both themes and 
authors. The abundance of good material 
furnished has delayed the different depart- 
ments and much other matter until later 
issues, 


Dr. Frederick Cooper is in a series of 
meetings at Franklin, Ohio, assisting Dr. 
Burnett, who declares him to be a preacher 
of unusual strength. 

Rev. B. F. Hoagland, of Raymond, Ohio, 
is serving the Pleasant Grove and the Wat- 
kins churches, both of the Ohio Central 
Conference, and finds his work progressing 
enjoyably. 

Prof. C. H. Teach, of Columbus, Ohio, sup- 
plied the pulpit at South Solon two weeks 
ago, both morning and evening, for the pas- 
tor, Rev. F. G. Strickland—and reports a 
splendid time with a fine people. 

Field Secretary Hall and Field Worker 
Bennett have been holding a series of con- 
ferences in the Eastern Indiana Conference 
and write that they “have been having some 
great meetings” of the kind that give them 
much encouragement. 

The church at Murlin Heights, Rev. Ira C. 


Clark pastor, has just organized a Christian - 


Endeavor society, which held its first meet- 
ing Sunday, February 19. The pastor plans 
to begin revival meetings with this church, 
probably the last part of March, he himself 
doing the preaching. 

The church at Harrod, Ohio, Rev. T. C. 
House pastor, had an unusually fine day 
two weeks ago, eleven having been received 
into the church. The furnace is now in- 
stalled and the people are back in their own 
building. They have also purchased new 
song books, which are helping greatly in the 
services. 

Rev. T. F. Bagby, of the Southern Ohio 
Conference, has accepted the church at Lin- 
den, Indiana, and will begin work there at 
once. Rev. G. Robert Van Zant has just 
closed a successful series of meetings in 
that church, helping along its work during 
the time that it was without a pastor. We 
can expect fine things of it under its new 
leadership. 

We feel that the Christian Church has a 
right to be proud of the fact that nearly 
$4,000 was sent by individuals, churches, 
and Sunday-schools to Dr. Burnett during 
the month of January for Russian and Near 
East Relief. Considering everything, and 
especially the size of our gifts a few years 
ago, we think that this makes a remark- 
ably good showing. 

The church at Dover, Del., Dr. Roy C. 
Helfenstein pastor, two weeks ago held the 
eleventh annual. banquet of its St. Paul 
Brotherhood, at which a fine program was 


rendered. The pastor has been attracting 
much attention in the city by the use of a 
question box on Sunday evenings, crowds 
coming to hear his discussion of the many 
and miscellaneous questions proposed. 


The Day of Prayer for Missions is March 
8. We want to call special attention again 
te the program for that day which was 
printed in our last issue, page 11. Those in- 
terested in the woman’s missionary work are 
particularly concerned over the day and urge 
the women throughout the church to make 
the largest possible use of the occasion, both 
for the good of the societies and for the 
furtherance of the financial goals. 


Dr. William Hiram Foulkes, at the head 
of the Forward Movement work of the Pres- 
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How Many Converts Can Your 
Church Win By Easter 

Sunday? 





HAT is a fair question. But a bet- 

ter question is, “How many converts 
is your church actually going to try to 
win?t” 

Take an inventory of your commun- 
ity to ascertain the number of people 
for whom your church is spiritually re- 

sponsible. Write down their names, 
and by prayer and personal interview 
let the pastor with the co-operation of 
the best qualified members in your 
church seek to win them to Christ and 
secure their pledge to unite with the 

Church on Easter Sunday. 

In this list of names you should have 
all those who are in your Sunday- 
school who are not members of your 
church; the names of the men and 
women whose companions or children 
are in your church or Sunday-school 

but who themselves are not; those who 
attend your services of worship but are 
not members; and all those in the com- 
munity who have no local church con- 
nections. Have a definite goal as to 
the number of conversions your ehurch 
should win, and the number of new 
members it should receive on Easter 
Sunday. 

It will surprise you to see what a 
systematic effort of this kind will ac- 
complish when the whole church re- 
sponds to the Call of Evangelism. 


R. C. Helfenstein, 
See’y Dept. of Evangelism. 
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byterian Church and one of the ablest and 
most widely known Christian leaders in 
America today, was in Dayton last week in 
the interests of the Christian Endeavor 
movement, he being a trustee of the United 
Society. While here, Dr. Denison, a warm 
personal friend, gave a luncheon in Dr. 
Foulkes’ honor at his home. 


The North Christian Church of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., observed its 115th anniversary 


‘the closing week of January. Rev. H. M. 


Hainer is the resident minister, Rev. T. Kat- 
suro its pastor in Japan, and Miss Helen R. 
Stearns the director of religious education 
in the church. The program continued the 
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week, some special feature being observed 
each evening, including an address from 
Rev. Howard Chidley, of Winchester, Mass., 
and another by Dr. W. G. Sargent, of Prov- 
idence, R. I. 


“Stewardship and Tithing” is the title of 
a little booklet very fertile in suggestions 
which is being issued by its author, Dr. J. 
O. Atkinson, from his office at Burlington, 
N. C. Dr. Atkinson is the secretary of the 
Stewardship Department of our Forward 
Movement in the Southern Christian Con- 
vention. Undoubtedly such literature as 
this does much to forward the progress of 
the Kingdom. 


We are very much pleased to learn that 
Rev. Clarence Bennett, of South Solon, Ohio, 
—a brother of Bro. Simon Bennett, the field 
worker—has decided to prepare himself 
further for the ministry and has made ar- 
rangements to take a postgraduate course 
at Yale University. He begins his studies 
there at once. He is a man of splendid 
abilities and we feel sure will render a 
great service when he gets this added equip- 
ment. 


Five Forward Movement field days are to 
be given in the Southern Ohio Conference, 
February 26 to March 2. They will be all- 
day and evening services, beginning at ten 
a.m. Field Secretary Hall and Field Work- 
er Bennett will have charge. One will be 
held in each district named below, to which 
the churches of the district are asked to 
send the largest possible delegations: 


Dist. I. Sunday, February 26, at Five Mile Church. 

Dist. II, Monday, February 27, at Poplar Chapel 
Church. 

Dist. III. Tuesday, February 28, at Antioch Church. 

Dist. IV. Wednesday, March 1, at Russellville 


Dist. V. Thursday, March 2, at Eagle Chapel 
Church, 

Rev. Albert E. Godley, our well-known 
worker for the International Purity Asso- 
ciation, writes urging that our churches 
make use of Rev. S. W. Potter, of 915 Ma- 
ple Row, Elkhart, Ind., in this work. Brother 
Potter was formerly a preacher in the Chris- 
tian Church and his uprightness and integ- 
rity of character are well-known by many 
of our people. He is now superintendent of 
the Boys’ Welfare Union, a department of 
the International Purity Association—and 
as such he will be pleased to be of service 
wherever he can in this great and needy 
field. 


At our last word the special evangelistic 
services being held by the church at Eaton, 
Ohio, were making such fine headway and 
drawing such crowds that it was proposed 
to continue another week. Twenty had been 
received on’ Sunday, making twenty-nine 
since the meeting began. The pastor, Rev. 
Hiley Baker, was doing the preaching, and 
Miss Ruth Beery, of Pleasant Hill, Ohio, 
was in charge of the song service. Brother 
Baker writes: “She is doing her part in a 
wonderful way.” Mr. Roy Benham, of 
Camden, Ohio, was present two or three 
times and helped with his most excellent 
singing; and Rev. Albright, a neighbor 
pastor, also assisted in the song service on 
a couple of occasions, 
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Does Your Church Need a Spiritual Awakening? 
An Editorial by Rev. R. C. Helfenstein, D. D., Secretary Department of Evangelism 


NY church can have a Spiritual Awakening when- 
A ever the pastor and the members feel the need of 
such, and are willing to meet the conditions that 
make the awakening possible. One of the tragedies in 
church work is that scores of pastors are content, and 
their members are even more content than the pastors, 
to allow the church work to continue without life and 
without spirit so long as the material interests of the 
church are in a prosperous condition. But the only way 
a church can prove its right to existence is to keep the 
spiritual fires burning upon its altar. The only way a 
pastor can prove his ambassadorship from the courts of 
heaven is for him to be a faithful attendant in seeking 
to keep the spiritual fires burning bright and warm on 
the altars of the church, and on the altars of the hearts 
of his people. When the spiritual fires go out in a church, 
that church is ready to go out, and likely will go out, un- 
less the pastor and his people in response to the high 
commission from the Son of God rekindle the fires. There 
are few pastors indeed who would not welcome a Spirit- 
ual Awakening in their churches. In fact it is to that 
end that ninety-nine pastors out of every hundred are 
working, praying, and struggling. Such an awakening 
would bring a new warmth in the devotional life of the 
church members. It would inspire all to give more time 
in meditation on God’s Word. It would encourage definite 
habits of prayer on the part of all who profess to love 
Christ. It would create a more worshipful attitude and 
a more intelligent worship on the part of the people at 
all the services. It would bring the members of the 
church to the religious vantage ground where they would 
be conscious of God’s approval of their lives and habits. 
It would strengthen the bonds of love in the homes. It 
would increase the sense of parental responsibility for 
the spiritual welfare of the children. It would rebuild 
many torn down family altars. It would bring the mem- 
bers of the church into a closer harmony and a richer 
fellowship of good will. It would increase true reverence 
for the Sabbath, for the house of God, for the Bible, for 
human life, and for all things sacred. A genuine Spirit- 
ual Awakening in your church will not only bring these 
blessings to your church, but to your community also. 
What a wonderful thing it would be if we could have 
such an awakening in all of our churches! 


But a genuine Spiritual Awakening cannot come to any 

church until the pastors and members are stirred with 
a sense of the responsibility of the Church to win men 
and women to Jesus Christ. A program of reverent and 


rational, but fervent, evangelism will not only rekindle 
the spiritual fires in a church, but it will also keep them 
burning. In the final analysis, however, evangelism is 
an attitude of the mind and heart of the pastor and 
people more than it is a program. It is the attitude of 
mind and heart that is expressed in a sincere desire to 
see people surrender their lives to Christ, and a sincere 
desire to be used of God in helping to influence people 
by example and by personal invitation to make the sur-. 
render. In short, the church that has the evangelistic 
attitude is “The Soul-winning Church.” Every depart- 
ment of the church—the Sunday-school, the Brotherhood, 
etc.—should express this attitude, and recognize that the 
first work of the Church is to win people from the paths 
of sin to Christ and Christlike living. Any church that 
is not a center of evangelistic effort is weighed in the 
balances of God and found wanting. 


‘THE pastor who is not a “Soul Winner” is losing sight 

of his ministerial obligation. Jesus called men to 
follow him in order that he might make them “Fishers 
of Men.” That is the purpose of his call to every pastor. 
The minister who is content to preach his sermons and 
go through his routine of work in feeding the people on 
the spiritual truths of life without drawing the net is not 
playing the part of a fisherman as a “fisher of men;” but 
is, instead, playing the part of the fisherman who has quit 
fishing and is occupying his time in feeding the fish. The 
greatest thinkers the pulpit has ever had have been men 
of the evangelistic temperament and with an evangelistic 
objective in their ministry. Such men as John Knox, 
John Wesley, George Whitfield, Charles Spurgeon, Jona- 
than Edwards, Phillips Brooks, and Henry Ward Beecher 
were ardent believers in the work of evangelism. It was 
their conviction that the pastor ought primarily to be a 
“Soul Winner ;” and to that end they prayed for men in- 
dividually and worked with men individually to win them 
to Christ and the Church. They fulfilled their ministry 
according to the injunction of the Apostle Paul to 
Timothy, by doing the work of an evangelist. And every 
pastor today is thus under obligation to God and to 
humanity to fulfill their ministry by doing the work of 
an evangelist. 

This Special Evangelism Number of The Herald con- 
tains timely and able articles on various phases of the 
important work of evangelism. And it is sincerely hoped 
that many of our pastors and church officials will be in- 
spired by these articles+o launch a definite and systematic 
campaign of evangelism in their churches between this 
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and Easter Sunday so that all our churches may. have a large in- 
gathering of new members on Easter, and that the evangelistic at- 
titude shall be expressed in our churches throughout the whole year. 


Does your church need a Spiritual Awakening? Yes. Will you 
let the Awakening begin in your own life by showing a greater 
interest in winning others to Christ? God grant that your answer 
may be in the affirmative. 


* 


A Fine Bible Study 


t would be hard, we think, for anyone to gainsay the fact ot 
[ which we spoke last week, that no church will give to mission- 

ary and other benevolences in a manner that is creditable to it 
and its pastor unless it has had the right kind of instruction and 
preparation. Now one of the very first steps towards such instruc- 
tion is the laying down of the Biblical foundation. Many pastors 
have made grievous error in their method in that they have tried 
to create missionary enthusiasm in their church simply by giving 
information about the present mission fields and mission needs. 
Such methods depend too much upon sentiment and touching ap- 
peals to be permanent. Anything which relies upon the emotions 
and the sympathies is bound to be spasmodic and of short duration. 
‘Yo keep the missionary interest alive in a church that has no deeper 
foundation and appeal for it than the pathetic stories of mission 
lands and their customs and needs, is almost impossible. It takes 
more time and more skill than the average pastor can give to it. 
Something more basic must be found to produce constancy. 

There is but one such effective foundation for the missionary 
structure, and that is a thorough knowledge and sympathetic un- 
derstanding of how completely the missionary idea is inherent in 


The Trend 


Another Church is to Have Creed Regulation 


Every one who was familiar with the periodicals and literature 
of the Baptist Church and the manner in which they boast of the 
freedom granted to the individual by that denomination, was sur- 
prised when that great church last summer adopted a creed. Of 
course they called it a “Confession ;” but no thinking person, least 
of all the intelligent Baptists themselves, were deceived by the 
name. It was adopted as a standard of faith and for the specific 
purpose of testing out heretics, and was forced upon that church 
by the identical type of mind which has extorted all of the historical 
creeds of the past which the Baptists have so deplored in other 
denominations. 

But if one were surprised at the Baptists, he may well be startled 
by what has just taken place in the Disciple Church. The Baptists 
simply boasted of individual freedom; they never did practice it. 
‘They always required immersion, they were close communionists, 
they never courted the fellowship of other bodies, and they never 
openly advocated the union of believers. But the Disciples have 
gioried in the fact that they have never had a “man-made” creed, 
and their one great “plea” has been the union of all of the fol- 
lowers of Christ. It is true that they have been and still are over- 
whelmingly immersionists. But of recent years, many of their 
leaders have come to see that it is useless, and therefore silly, to 
go on making that “plea” when at the same time they themselves 
require a basis of union to which the larger part of Christendom 
never can and never will be brought. To plead for the union of the 
followers of Christ the while one sets up a ritualistic barrier that 
would exclude more than half of those who are just as loyal to 
Christ as they, is a glaring contradiction of profession and practice 
to any mind that has not been indoctrinated until it is insensible 
both to logical sequences and to the fundamental conceptions of 
God which such a position on baptism predicates. Their “plea” 
and their practice are becoming more and more anomalous every 
year. To many of the great-hearted and admirable Disciples them- 
selves the absurdity has become intolerable, and they have begun 
to advocate and practice “open membership.” Our readers are 
familiar with the tempest this has stirred up in the reactionary cir- 
cles of that denomination. The fight has centered about the mis- 
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the very nature of Christianity and of how thoroughly the Bible 
is infused with it. So the first and most primary preparation for a 
missionary church must be Biblical. The pastor who can convince 
his people that missions is grounded in both the Word of God and 
in the very nature of Christianity has his battle more than haif 
won. 

Dr. Carver in this “study of ideals and activities’ * has pre- 
sented the Bible as a missionary message. In it he examines cer- 
tain great facts presented in the Word of God. Its ten chapters 
are not sermons on missionary texts; but rather a study of general 
principles which are revealed in God’s Word and in Christian ex- 
perience. And while one may differ with some of his minor inter- 
pretations, the book as a whole is one of the finest presentations 
of the Bible and missions which has yet been produced. The con- 
struction of each chapter, together with the questions at its close, 
make it a volume well-fitted for individual or class study. We 
want heartily to recommend it to our pastors and churches. There 
are many men’s and women’s classes which would do far more for 
themselves as individuals and for the permanency of their Sunday- 
school and church work, as well as for the Kingdom, if they would 
take up the study of such a book for a short series of lessons in- 
stead of wasting their time, as so many classes are doing, in dis- 
cussing the trivial questions which so many times come up to con- 
sume the Sunday-school hour; or in going over again in minute 
detail the Bible narratives which are chosen for our Sunday-school 
lesson texts, and with which most Sunday-school pupils have been 
familiar for many years. This is no ordinary book, but one that 
should have a very extensive reading and careful study throughout 
the Church. It will give the Bible a new setting and its message 
a new power in the hearts of many. The average Christian is 
greatly in need of just such a study of the Word of God as this. 


of Events 


sion work of the church, especially in China, where some of their 
missionaries have looked with favor upon open membership. Some 
of the churches in America have gone so far as to withhold their 
mission offerings until they could be assured that the China mis- 
sion was rid of such offenders. And last month, the Board of Man- 
agers of their mission work gave that assurance, promising that 
hereafter the mission work of the church shall be conducted “in 
karmony with the New Testament as understood by the Board of 
Managers ;” and all missionaries who will not live up to this un- 
written but declared and mentally-reserved creed of the Board are 
to be discharged. 

Shades of the fathers! The Disciple Church is now to have 
“heretics!” It has a man-made creed by which it can test men 
and measure them, and fire them if they are not true blue! And 
this creed does not have even the commendation of being written 
cut, so that folks can see and know just what it is and what it re- 
Guires. It is a new and invisible kind—but a creed none the less, 
by which followers and even martyrs of the Christ are to be ex- 
cluded from the fellowship of his Church on the ground of intel- 
lectual belief. If the Disciples do not rise up and repudiate with 
much spirit this denial of their proud traditions, they have been 
far less sincere than we think they have about their boast of lib- 
crty and their plea for union, and a far greater proportion of 
them have had their faces turned back towards the sacerdotalism 
of the Pharisees than we had supposed. 

But meanwhile, no little discouragement for thinking men and 
women attaches to the fact that in this Twentieth Century “the 
shadow has thus been turned back on the dial” of the Baptist 
Church, over the question of the second coming of Christ; and of 
the Disciple Church, over the question of the form of baptism,— 
both being questions which have nothing to do with the sincerity 
and loyalty of Christian discipleship, or of Christian honesty in 
the interpretation of God’s Word; and neither of which in the re- 
motest manner has anything whatever to do with the saving of 
men’s souls and the redeeming of mankind. Most of us had thought 


*The Bible—A Missionary Message. By William Owen Carver. 
$1.50. Fleming H. Revell Company. It may be purchased of The 
Christian Publishing Association. ' 
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such a backward step in two great denominations to be impossible 
in an intelligent and understanding age like this. 


Constructive Immigration Legislation 


The present emergency law restricting immigration expires on 
June 30 of this year, and unless some new legislation takes its 
place this country will be subjected to practically unrestricted im- 
migration from abroad. This would be most undesirable indeed. 
The National Committee for Constructive Immigration Legislation 
—a body composed of 1,500 leading American citizens, and of 
which Dr. Sidney Gulick, so well known in church circles as a 
Christian authority on such matters, is the secretary—has just 
issued a carefully prepared and striking folder which sets forth 
many vital facts. From 1909 to 1920, inclusive, there was a net 
increase in our foreign-born population of .4,485,387. The fact 
that there have been 436,000 more males than females in this num- 
ber greatly complicates the situation. Up until 1914, the number of 
immigrants each year totaled a million or more, the last two years 
before the war reaching nearly a million and a half each. During 
the war these figures fell to about 200,000; and during a few 
years, those departing for their home land almost equaled the num- 
ber of newcomers. But in 1920 there was a sudden increase again, 
621,576 being admitted; while 428,062 departed. The emergency law 
which expires June 30 simply provides that for the current fiscal 
year the number of qualified immigrants to be admitted from each 
European country shall not exceed three percent of the foreign- 
born from that country now living in the United States. This 
would permit 355,825. 

The Sterling Bill, which has been before Congress since last 
April and which the National Committee is supporting, proposes 
to put our immigration affairs on a safer and more scientific basis. 
It provides for the creation of a Federal Immigration Board for 
careful investigation, and with limited powers to regulate the 
amount of permissible immigration; provision whereby each State 
can express to the board its judgment and desire regarding immi- 
gration; regulation of the amount of immigration; specification of 
a percentage method for fixing the maximum, so that the total 
immigration for one year shall not exceed three-fourths of one per- 
cent of the total population of the United States, and the maximum 
immigration for any single national or racial group not to exceed 
ten percent of the American-born children, plus the naturalized, 
of that group, nor more than one-fifth of one percent of the total 
population of the country; and a number of other provisions for the 
better conduct of our immigration matters. The National Commit- 
tee urges that the Sterling Bill be supported on the ground that it 
is fair to both capital and labor, that it is courteous and friendly 
to every nation, solves in a fundamental and honorable way the 
American-Japanese problem on the Pacific coast, sets right Amer- 
ica’s relations with China, and protects the immigrant and gives 
him a better chance to make good in his new home. 


The Protection of Individual Cases 


But the Church should not only interest itself in seeing that 
such general principles are carried out in the immigration policy of 
this country, but also that this great nation allow no unnecessary 
injustice or hardship to be worked upon any individual. This will 
be a far more difficult thing to do than simply to adopt general 
rules of justice and right. One of the things which has given 
rise to so much criticism of the present law is the fact that many 
individuals and individual homes have been made to suffer quite 
innocently and as a matter of chance. For instance, when the 
three, percent limit of some certain nationality has been reached, 
it has frequently occurred that certain persons had to be excluded 
from entrance, though they themselves were very worthy and mem- 
bers of their families in this country were much in need of their 
presence here. Our present regulations have too often been admin- 
istered with the machinelike exactness which gives no room for 
heartfelt justice. There have been instances in which families 
were separated, some being admitted and others excluded, to the 
very serious disruption of the home life. We have just learned 
of a case in a neighboring State in which a foreign-born father 
was taken from his wife and little children under some immigration 
regulation and deported to his native country, while his depend- 
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ents here are left to shift the best they can. Such a thing ought 
not to be possible under any general rule, however wholesome, that 
a great nation like ours would adopt for its protection. Christian 
public opinion ought to exact that while the United States shall 
be fair to itself in its immigration matters, it shall always be hu- 
mane and not permit any red tape or machinelike exactness to 
break up homes and separate loved ones. Our territory is vast 
enough and our resources are great enough to warrant our author- 
ities in being exceedingly liberal and generous in the application 
of any principle so as to meet the exigencies of each peculiar case 
in a kindly way. And it is the business of Christian citizens to 
demand that this be done. 


“Will You Not Shove Again?” 


No organization in this country has been more continually nor 
more effectively on the job of creating a compelling sentiment 
for disarmament than the Woman’s Committee for World Disar- 
mament, with headquarters at Washington. Miss Emma Wold, the 
chairman and guiding spirit of that committee, has just sent out 
a letter in which she calls attention to the fact that the Secretary 
of War continues to lay out a program of military preparedness 
for the United States as large as though there were no conference 
on disarmament in session at Washington, and to the further fact 
that the proposed appropriations for the army and navy for 1923- 
will be only 1.2% less than the actual appropriations for 1922. 
Calling upon the common citizen everywhere to make a forceful 
protest against such militarism, she says: 

Whether you are disappointed or pleased with the positive re- 
sults of the Washington Conference, you will grant that the spirit- 
of the people won, first, the calling of the conference, then, what- 
ever step has been taken toward reducing the danger of war. It. 
may be called the Spirit of 1921. . . The Spirit of 1921 must 
continue to speak in 1922. The initial step toward reducing the 
danger of war has been taken. But we cannot stop there. The 
report of the Secretary of War lays before the country a new mili- 
tary policy calling for large use of money and fraught with many 
forbidding phases of attack upon our national life and ideals. The’ 
proposed appropriations for 1923 are only slightly below those of 
1922. Officials frankly acknowledge that there has been no talk 
of economy as a result of the conference. This means that the 
country will have to speak again in no uncertain voice. 

Not by the pushes of the hero-men is the world moved, but by 
the little shoves of men like you and me. The Spirit of 1921 if- 
spired countless men and women to give a little shove. Will you 
not shove again? We need letters sent to Congress. Write to 
Congressmen Patrick Kelley and Daniel R. Anthony, Jr., urging 
a drastic cut in the military appropriations bills. 

Oo 

Rally Day was recently observed in the Sunday-schools of Bra- 
zil and the attendance in all parts of the nation was unusually 
large. This was especially true in Rio de Janeiro, where more than: 
1,400 were present at one Sunday-school. It was the school of 
which Rev. Alvarodos Reis is the pastor. His interest was greatly 
increased by attending -the World’s Sunday-school Convention, 
which was held in Japan in 1920. The newspapers gave a generous 
amount of space to the special announcements of the various Sun- 
day-schools and one paper had a three-column account of the serv- 
ices held in Mr. Reis’ school. One exceedingly interesting feature 
of the celebration was not on the program, but came as the result: 
of a speech given by a twelve-year-old boy on the evils of the cigar- 
ette and the desirability of forming an Anti-Cigarette League ir 
the school. Mr. Reis, in a few appropriate remarks, seconded the 
lad’s speech, and then a physician present, so moved by the com- 
bined appeals, arose and pledged himself against the use of tobacco, 
at the same time taking his cigarettes from his pockets and throw- 
ing them into the air. His example was immediately followed by 
some twenty-five others, amid the enthusiastic applause of the great 
audience numbering nearly fifteen hundred. 

ea 

The United States Government maintains 135 schools in Alaska 
with an expenditure of about a half million dollars and an enroll- 
ment of 6,899. 

ss 

The Chinese Students Christian Association in North America 
has about 1,500 members. The student Y. M. C. A. in China has 
174 associations and 19,000 members. 
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An Urgent Word 


Pastors AST week the Foreign Mission Department sent letters to every pastor and every 
:.. church clerk, so far as we were able to locate them, calling attention to Foreign 
Mission Day, March 12, and Foreign Mission Period, March and April; and offering 
to send sufficient literature to supply every family of every church. It is free for the 
asking. Already we have had a most encouraging response, and we are doing our best 
to fill every order in record time. Experience has proven that the pastor is the key to 
the missionary situation in the local church. A reasonable effort brings a reasonable re- 
sponse; an unusual effort on his part brings an unusual response. The present crisis 
calls for an unusual effort. That crisis can and should be made the beginning of greater 
things. Lack of effort on the part of a single pastor diminishes the work just that much. 
A great opportunity is before us. It demands heroic and united effort. Will you accept 
your share of the load? 


























Sunday- EVERY Sunday-school foreign mission offering reported separately this year will go to- 
School ward the erection of the much-needed chapel at Santa Isabel, Porto Rico. Our young 
Superin- people have already raised $4,000 toward this fund. We need $10,000 to build it as we 


should. Ask your pastor for a sufficient number of Mr. Martin’s tract, “The Call of 
Youth to Youth,” to supply your school or society; and then call for a worthy offering on 
March 12 for this much-needed and challenging work. We are absolutely dependent upon 
you as leaders to give your people a chance to help. 


tendents 


Missionary You have never failed yet and you will not fail now. Put your splendid organization at 

Society the disposal of your pastor and of your church for this intensive Foreign Mission 

Presidents Period. Your practical experience will be invaluable in planning programs and executing 
them in every department of your church life. By your help every last person in your 
church can be reached with the facts of the mission work of the Christian Church. And 
information will do much to bring a favorable response. We are counting on you. 


Forward You have been wondering what to do with your office. You have been anxious to serve, 
Movement but you have scarcely known how to begin. Here is your chance. Offer your serv- 
Mission ices to your pastor. See that every member of your group is reached by your own 


personal effort, with the leaflets and all other information at hand. Assist in putting on 
such a challenging Foreign Mission program in the days just ahead as will permeate the 
whole life of your church. And do not rest contented until every person in your par- 
ticular group has had an opportunity to make some contribution to this work. 


Leaders 














Brethren of THE Foreign Mission Department of your church faces a real crisis this year. For many 

the Christian years we have been struggling to reach a standard of service beyond the seas that 

Church would be worthy of the Church we love. Through the Forward Movement and your in- 
creasing response in the regular channels, we have come within striking distance of that 
standard in the last few years. If you continue this response, we shall soon find our 
rightful place as a Church among the other denominations which are really doing some- 
thing for the world cause. Just because financial conditions throughout the country are 
not so good this year, it is imperative that you make greater preparation and greater 
gifts than ever in order to keep the work going forward. We must not allow God’s work 
to suffer simply because money conditions are hard. Too much is at stake for that. Let 
us prove our faith by giving more than last year. 








didi aaa 


For information write to W. P. Minton, Foreign Mission Secretary, 
C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio 
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HE call to evangelism comes out of the 

heart of the gospel. In a very true 

sense it is the gospel. Everything 
centers in it and springs from it. Funda- 
mentally the New Testament is a treatise 
on evangelism. It reveals the love of God 
as the saving force in human life and Jesus 
as Son of God coming to earth for the ex- 
press purpose of promoting it among men. 
The “Good Tidings of Great Joy” proclaimed 
through him were to be to all people through 
the agency of other lives whom he would call 
and ordain. They were to call the people to 
acknowledge Jesus as Savior and give him 
life allegiance. They were to carry the 
simple message of his advent—“a stumbling- 
block to the Jews and foolishness to the 
Greeks”—yet having the vital energy to 
“turn men from darkness to light and from 
the power of Satan to God.” 

In the face of this outstanding fact, it 
is somewhat strange that the Church has 
gone so far astray and given so much time 
to things which seem to have hindered 
Christ’s Kingdom. So much energy has 
been used to create the institution and to 
keep it intact; and once set going, its mo- 
dus operandi in many instances has seemed 
to be anti-evangelism and in some respects 
anti-Christ. 

From Christ’s simple “follow me!” and 
“be my witnesses!” to our modern Sixteenth 
Century creeds is indeed a far cry. Doc- 
trines of which the early disciples never 


so much as dreamed; a church founded to 


be one, both in its inward and outward form, 
divided into innumerable sects; and strong 
men using their wits to discover a way to 
keep denominational pride afloat on a sea 
now being agitated by vital Kingdom issues, 
—and in the midst of it all the Master 
stands and patiently calls the attention of 
the Twentieth Century Church to his all- 
inclusive word spoken at the first: “And I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.” Such is the spectacle. 

Sherwood Eddy says, “The need of the 
hour is a return to the simplicity of the 
early disciples in daily association with 
Christ, resulting in daily overflow to others, 
in an experience so vital and glowing that 
we cannot help sharing it.” 

The chief trouble with our present order 
of things is that it does not tally with New 
Testament teaching. Many of the things 
we consider so important and guard so 
zealously are not even mentioned. They 
were no part of Christ’s thought or pro- 
gram, and their main influence with the 
modern Church has been to cause it to neg- 
lect “the weightier matters of the law.” 

Christ never gave his Church license to 
consider evangelism as an afterthought, or 
as merely one of numerous methods which it 
could use or not at will. He commissioned 
it to spread the “good news” to the utter- 
most parts. The disciples of the early days 
so understood and so wrought. How like a 
romance the book of Acts reads! And how 
different the story, if Paul and his associ- 


The Call to Evangelism 
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ates had set up a dozen or more denomina- 
tions and begun splitting hairs over the 
ancient and honorable doctrines of tweedle- 
dee and tweedledum. Imagine Paul on Mars 
Hill declaring his unfailing loyalty to his 
own denomination and at the close of his 
speech going into private conference to de- 
vise ways and means to save the sects now 
being threatened by the rising tide in favor 
of union. Not so. Paul’s commission was 
to evangelize; and he would have been the 


last to barter his Christian birthright for 


a mess of denominational pottage. His de- 
sire and purpose centered in the crucified 
Christ, who was the light of the world and 
Savior of men, both Jew and Gentile; and 
he gladly counted all else loss that he might 
gain him and be found to have his right- 
eousness. 

Such also is our call. By Christ’s word 
and spirit; by the example of those whom 
he chose as his personal associates and of 
those who followed later; by the whole of 
the New Testament, and indeed by all the 
Scriptures, the Church of today is called 
to evangelism. 

Furthermore the community and all the 
world have vital need for the message of the 
gospel. “No man cometh to the Father but 
by me,” is true of individuals and of groups. 
The fact that Andrew had a brother, laid 
on him the necessity to find him and tell 
him of the Messiah whom he had found. 
And this obligation holds for all, and to the 
end of time. The multitudes who do not 
know the life that comes by faith in Jesus 
Christ, call the Church of today to evangel- 
ism with a voice as clear as that which in 
summer summons the harvesters to the 
ripened grain. 

Civilization itself is in the balance. Many 
things we had trusted in recent years have 
failed. Commercial interests, treaties, high- 
er education, Christian civilization—none 
could stand the strain of human selfishness, 
nor give the promise of life. Modern civili- 


zation needs Christ. It must have him in 
its business affairs, in its social activities, in 
its political programs, and in all the rest, 
in-some larger way or it must perish. Now, 
as of old, it is true that they who are with- 
out God are without hope. Leagues of na- 
tions, conferences for limitation of arma- 
ments, etc., may: cheer us, but the ultimate 
guarantee of life and peace for the world 
is not in these, but in the deeper heart life 
which responds to the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man. 

In this field of evangelism we shall find 
all for ourselves that is worth having. If 
it be true that we are not to serve for the 
sake of personal gain, it also is true that 
we cannot avoid the blessings which ac- 
company unselfish service. God has ordained 
that seed must grow and bear fruit of its 
kind. And there are some of the deeper and 
finer experiences of life which come only 
to those folks who, in the spirit of love, 
have endeavored to lead some others to a 
living faith in Jesus Christ. 


So it was in the first great days. So it 
should be today. On every side hands are 
beckoning. From every field voices are 
calling. The opportunity of the Church of 
Christ centuries old yet lingers. Let us 
pray God for grace to enter in and work 
while the day lasts. Then maybe we shall 
find— 


“How in our lives.the great or small 
In Holy Writ, in manhood’s need, 

In prayer and deed to answer the call— 
Christ sends to us in love’s great creed 
Till he shall be all and in all.” 


Defiance, Ohio. 


(IN. B. Anything from the pen of Dr. 
Peters is always good. It is a fine thing to 
see men of literary appreciation, like Dr. 
Peters, having such warm appreciation of 
the opportunities of evangelism. But that 
combination of appreciations has character- 
ized the messages of practically all the great 
preachers of history. Dr. Peters is pastor of 
the College Church of Defiance College, and 
has been pastor of several of our most romi- 
nent churches in the East and in the Middle 
West. Well may every young pastor ponder 
over the great truths presented in this 
article. 

R. C. H., Sec’y Dept. of Evan.] 


Evangelism Through Education 


BY REV. H. SHELTON SMITH 
Student in Yale University 


way of saying that religion is a de- 

veloping experience and therefore can 
be taught. But many sincere people say, 
either implicitly or explicitly, that religion 
is “caught,” not taught. To them education 
is one thing and evangelism another. They 
are different, they assert, in their methods 
and fields of operation, and in their ulti- 
mate goals. Education seeks to unfold la- 
tent energies and to promote growth through 
mental functions whose laws are subject to 
the natural order; Evangelism introduces 
factors which are supernatural and inde- 
pendent of slow human processes of educa- 
tion. Education is occupied with the earth- 
ly man; evangelism with the heavenly or 


Rive ee: through education is another 


spiritual man. Education pertains to the 
intellect, the rational mind; evangelism 
touches the heart, arouses the feelings, and 
saves the soul. Furthermore, education is 
believed by some to throttle the emotions 
and foster mental attitudes often hostile to 
grace, and to this extent it is the enemy 
of the soul. 

‘Is it obvious, then, that such men find 
the modern Sunday-school a sort of insolu- 
ble puzzle? To be sure it is educational in 
purpose, as is implied in its name and par- 
ticularly by recent developments; but if it 
is not also primarily evangelistic, why hold 
it as an organic and reciprocal institution 
of the Church? That this presents a real 
problem, we have little room to doubt. Ask 
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the average minister who places education 
and evangelism in exclusive compartments 
what the purpose of the Sunday-school is. 
“Why,” says he, “it is to prepare children 
for the Church.” But how? “Its instruc- 
tion and activities prepare for the day 
when, during a special series of revival 
meetings, the child will ‘cut loose from sin’ 
and all his past to be ‘converted.’” But if 
this is her primary task, why establish real 
schools of education with trained teachers, 
graded curricula, separate departments, and 
increasing budgets? Why? Is there a solu- 
tion to this paramount question—a question 
which to a great extent holds the destiny of 
our Protestant faith? 

It is the thesis of this article that the 
most fundamental, as well as the most per- 
manently fruitful, kind of evangelism is of 
necessity educational in purpose and pro- 
cedure. But I make haste to define our 
meaning of education, also that of religion 
and evangelism. Are education and religion 
interests of two realms mutually exclusive, 
if not openly antagonistic; or can they be 
given a higher synthesis in which they be- 
come aspects or phases of unified and pro- 
gressive living? Can we logically connect 
the adjective “religious” with the noun 
“education?” 


EDUCATION AND RELIGION DEFINED 

For more than a hundred and fifty years 
prior to the current century, education was 
thought and taught to be a discipline of the 
mind, a sharpening of the reasoning facul- 
ties. The getting of a certain kind of knowl- 
edge as related to one’s aims or purposes 
and capacities, was made secondary to the 
whetting of the wits. To this end the ab- 
stract sciences, particularly mathematics, 
were made primary and imperative, the sine 
qua non of a scholar and a logician. Inter- 
ests, attitudes, appreciations, and emotions 
were either ignored or consciously repressed. 
Similarly, the instincts and individual dif- 
ferences were disregarded; indeed, it was 
often advised that one should take at least 
one subject that he didn’t like as an anti- 
toxin for a flabby will, whether what he 
learned was ever used or not, 

Now it was not without reason that our 
forefathers objected to a type of education 
which refused to attach importance to such 
areas of human life as the motives, the 
feelings, and the individual interests, as be- 
ing unfavorable to the teaching of religion. 
They were justified. And furthermore, it 
was not true, balanced education; but only 
a partial view of life and its many-sided- 
ness. Although it was aimed at the “head,” 
apart from the “heart,” it accomplished 
neither as it should. 

But the last twenty years have witnessed 
a revolution in educational theory. Educa- 
tion is increasingly providing for complete 
living, its every avenue of expression. True 
education must touch and unfold the springs 
of action, deepen our appreciations, connect 
usable knowledge with concrete situations, 
and focus the will upon worthy ideals and 
achievements. The heart and the head are 
united in giving fuller growth and expres- 
sion to life as a whole. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The separation of Church and state in- 
volves Protestantism in a dangerous situa- 
tion; yea, it makes complete education a 
most difficult problem. How sad that we 
have to call one system “secular,” the other 
“religious,” when in reality it should be 
“Christian Education,” as befits a Christian 
nation. 

Now let us examine the word religion. 
It, too, has a new and fuller significance 
today. To be religious is not enough. To 
hate the evil and love the good is not enough. 
To read the Bible from cover to cover and 
believe it literally is not enough. To go 
to church every Sunday, say long prayers, 
or preach loquacious sermons, is not enough. 
These things may indicate mere “religios- 
ity,” nothing more. The Christian religion 
is a vital way of fruitful living, a rule of 
individual and social conduct, not a system 
of dogma or a particular form of worship. 
Religion must function in all relations of 
life—at church, at home, and in business. 
Religion is the elixir of life; it gladdens, ex- 
alts, and spiritualizes the entire process. 

In the light of the new and inclusive defi- 
nition of both religion and education, the 
possibility of educational evangelism be- 
comes clear. Hence the modern Sunday- 
school is primarily educational and evan- 
gelistic. A full-orbed education is religious, 
spiritual. The purpose of evangelism and 
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There are three kinds of church 
members, as Professor Barber re- 
marked at the Harvard Summer 
School, in the campaign for in- 
creasing our numbers. The parish- 
ioner is your good and faithful per- 
son, present and active and generous. 
The pay-ishioner writes his annual 
check for church support. But he 
rarely goes. The parish-shunner is 
just that, in purse and person. Can 
we get him?—Christian Register. 
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education is to promote growth, a balanced 
and complete personality, “in favor with 
God and man.” But let us carry our dis- 
cussion further. What are the presupposi- 
tions of educational evangelism? 


THE PRESUPPOSITIONS OF EDUCATIONAL 
EVANGELISM 


1. Life is a unity and so functions in all 
phases of its manifestation, whether intel- 
lectual, emotional, or volitional, that our 
conduct becomes harmonious and purposive 
throughout. Evangelism and _ education 
operate in a common field and must deal 
with the same psycho-physical processes of 
mind and body. Our efforts to “save souls” 
must embrace the whole of man. What is 
the soul but that central radiating subject 
which thinks, feels, and acts? What there- 
fore can we mean by saving souls, in the 
complete sense, except to purge one’s feel- 
ing of impure and unholy tendencies so that 
he thinks “whatsoever is lovely and of good 
report;” to focus one’s mind upon the su- 
preme values and knowledge which “build- 


‘ eth up;” and to organize tlie motives of 
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conduct so that he will achieve character in 
harmony with the teachings of Christ and 
the will of God? Whether God can in a 
supernatural way save the soul is not in 
question. So far as man is concerned with 
the saving of the individual, he can only 
do so through methods of procedure common 
to education in general. 

2. The child belongs to God from the 
beginning. He has committed no sin; his 
moral record is clean. Psychology and mod- 
ern theology unite with sober common sense 
in denying any inherited burden of guilt 
bound to him as a child of Adam. Educa- 
tional evangelism is far more interested in 
“Original Nature” than it is in “Original 
Sin.” The latter doctrine of hereditary evil, 
based on the assumption that Adam was 
literally the head of the human race and in 
his fall all humanity fell, was introduced 
in the Fifth Century by Augustine and later 
developed by Calvin to find lodgment in 
English theology. How harsh and inhuman 
that stern judgment of Calvin’s. “They 
bring condemnation with them from their 
mother’s womb—they are odious and abom- 
inable to God!” This conception found ex- 
pression through the great Catechisms of 
Christendom, especially the Westminster 
Confession. It was the natural order of 
things when Protestantism set itself against 
the formalism and moral corruption of Ro- 
manism for it to adopt this view of religion. 
The problem was to reach adults and bring 
them to repentance and a regenerated type 
of living, hence revivals were in demand. 
And revivals of various kinds have been 
the dominating interest of most of our Prot- 
estant history. Wesley and Whitfield, Fin- 
ney and Edwards, Moody and Sankey, are 
notables who belong to the hall of fame. 
The meteoric “Sunday Campaigns,” with 
their high-pressure methods and “trail hit- 
tings,” brings us up to date. Although “Orig- 
inal Sin” is either softened or excluded 
from our textbooks on theology, it neverthe- 
less plays an important roll in determining 
the practice in many of our churches. The 
periodic revival marks the special visit of 
the Holy Spirit; it is the peculiarly favor- 
able season to “get religion.” Toward it 
all the other services of the year point and 
in the light of which for the majority the 
regular services look “tame” and uninter- 
esting. The Church is organized and run 
in favor of adults, and conversion partakes 
of adult types. The Sunday-school has its 
place: it must prepare its members for “con- 
version” and membership in the Church. 
But if our children are constantly from 
birth unfolding their lives in harmony with 
the will of God, through the guidanee of 
the Christian parent and the Christian 
teacher, how can they at a certain point in 
the process “turn around,” “face about,” or 
“turn. toward,” as the Greek and Latin 
words, epistrepho and converto, have been 
variously defined? Here is the anomalous 
position which inevitably arises when we try 
to reconcile “Revivalism” and “Religious 
Nurture.” 

To return to our former thesis, I repeat, 
the child belongs to God, untainted by 


- all other methods. 
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Adam’s sin except in so far as Adam and 
all other Adams since gave rise to certain 
psycho-physical tendencies to evil. Every 
child is the product of all past ages, heir 
to the experiences and subsequent consc- 
quences of all previous generations in the 
form of instincts and innate tendencies. 
These “drives” of human life are not un- 
mixed good. Some represent the tares of 
evil sowing and must be suppressed or re- 
directed; others need guidance, training, and 
controlled expression. If the seeds that are 
evil be allowed to grow and choke the good 
seed, alienation from God ensues and con- 
version in the adult sense will be the only 
resort. And be it confessed to our shame 
and loss that we of the Protestant Church 
have allowed the seeds of evil sowing to 
grow and produce a harvest while we slept, 
until our only hope—and a doubtful one in- 
deed—of enlisting the millions of nomally 
Protestant members is by “throwing out the 
life line” to shipwrecked victims. 

Of course it is a good thing to do rescue 
and relief work; it is a heroic task to rein- 
state adults in a father’s love and fellowship 
and we must never give up this final chance 
to save men and women who have escaped 
But it is a far better 
thing to keep the child in fellowship and 
co-operation with God that the good impulses 
may leaven the whole life. It is the method 
of conservation as opposed to “revivalistic 
reclamation.” Jesus said to Nicodemus, an 
adult sinner, “Ye must be born again.” But 
he also said: “Suffer little children, and for- 
bid them not, to come unto me; for of such 
is the Kingdom of Heaven.” And the ad- 
vantages of Christian nurture force us to 
the conviction that it is the hope of the Prot- 
estant Church in such a time as ours. 


THE ADVANTAGES OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Religious education aims from the begin- 
ning to nurture the child in the habits, 
ideals, and attitudes of Christian living. It 
makes religion a normal, constant, and in- 
separable experience along with other ele- 
ments of his educational environment. As 
such the law of habit begets within the child 
principles and rules of conduct which will 
follow him throughout life as an indige- 
nous part of his equipment for complete liv- 
ing. To engage in adult evangelism soleiy 
is to leave the impression that God’s sav- 
ing grace is periodic, rather than a con- 
stant healing stream. Besides, it can never 
atone for its neglect, however zealous it may 
become in “rescuing the perishing.” More 
than one minister is made sick at heart try- 
ing to keep “backsliders” in the fold. If 
he ever succeeds it will be through the same 
process of training and nurture common to 
the educational method; but at an age when 
its effectiveness is almost neutralized by 
long-continued habits of evil which are firm- 
ly rooted in the constitution. And this meth- 
od is doomed to failure. It is estimated that 
eighty percent of all ever reached for the 
Church are won before twenty years of age. 

In spite of poor plants, limited equipment, 
untrained teachers, ungraded curricula, and 
numerous other handicaps, the tremendous 
appraisal of the value of Christian nurture 


is found in the fact that the Sunday-school 
furnishes seventy-five percent of all who 
ever join the Church. On the other hand, 
we are told that fifty percent of all who 
ever enroll in the Sunday-school are lost to 
the Church. Why does the Catholic Church 
challenge the world with -the statement: 
“Give me the child until he is seven years 
old and I will give him back to the world 
and he will always be a Catholic?” Pre- 
cisely because that Church knows the secret 
of Christian nurture, and keeps the child 
saved from the day of his birth. If Ro- 
manism can do it in spite of her poor peda- 
gogy and Middle Age dogmas, how much 
more can the Protestant Church accomplish 
through her use of modern methods, inter- 
ests, and attitudes. Let the Protestant 
Church save her children from the begin- 
ning of their lives, so that with increasing 
years they open into the fullness of. the 
stature of Christ, never knowing when they 
were not Christians; let her accept as her 
supreme task the saving of youth before 
they are lost; let her keep unbroken bonds 
between the mother, the child, and the 
Church,—and she will by divine right rule 
the world. Our only hope for world-wide 


_one of the most important 


peace, for brotherhood or good will, is in 
the plastic heart of the child. Let the 
Church carefully nurture him and he will 
bring forth a new world order dedicated to 
the pursuits of a Christian Commonwealth, 
the Kingdom of God. 


“The heart of the child, 
Like the heart of spring, 
Is full of the hope 
Of what summer will bring.” 


New Haven, Conn. 


{N. B. This scholarly article from the pen 
of Brother Smith touches in a masterful way 
hases of evangel- 
ism—namely “Educational Evangelism.” It is 
the most important; and yet it has been the 
most neglected in the past. Without question 
the churches have sinned against child life 
by largely ignoring “the law of the natural 
growth” in the spiritual life, and by placing 
the major emphasis on “the law of the sudden 
leap.” It is possible “for a man when he is 
old to be born again,” but it is more desirable 
that from boyhood on, he should have so lived 
that it would not be necessary for him to be 
oo again in order to be in fellowship with 

od. 

It is sincerely hoped that all the churches 
of the Christian denomination in the future 
will lay due emphasis on Educational Evan- 
gelism as well as upon Inspirational Evan- 
gelism; and will take into account the child’s 
place in the Kingdom, as well as the place 
that ought to be occupied by the adult. 

Our denomination should be very proud in- 
deed of having young men of the standing of 
Rev. H. Shelton Smith in its ministry. He is 
a graduate of Elon College, and of le Di- 
vinity School. 

R. C. H., Sec’y Dept. of Evan.] 


Preparing for an Evangelistic Campaign 
BY REV. J. E. ETTER 


N the beginning we should hold a clear 

concept of the term evangelism. The ma- 

jor portion of Christ’s evangel relates it- 
self to man’s conduct and character here 
and now. The term salvation may be con- 
strued as selfish, if it means simply heaven 
for the saved. The saved, on the other 
hand, are the true builders of the state. 
They become saviors of society, “the salt 
of the earth,” “fishers of men.” Heaven is 
at the end of the pilgrim way for all who en- 
ter into the will of Christ, for all who have 
discovered their chiefest joy in his uplifting 
today. 

Again, the scope of evangelism as related 
to the duty and the legitimate work of the 
Church, should be fully appreciated. Too 
often we have looked upon it as a brief peri- 
od in the parish activities of the year, when 
some outside help, would put on an intensive 
program of gospel appeal. While some good 
has been done by such methods, they seldom 
represent the spiritual possibilities of any 
congregation. If evangelism is the first 
and greatest duty of the Church, all its po- 
tential life should be directed to this end 
throughout the year. All the processes of 
religious education now being stressed by 
the Bible School and the other guilds of 
the church life, are the preparatory steps in 
this work. This is followed at a seasonable 
time in the year by special pulpit and per- 
sonal appeal by the membership. But what 
is of equal importance is the careful plac- 
ing of these new converts in the life and ac- 
tivities in the local church program. When 
the gift from God of any number of new 
converts come into our churches, it is a 
crime to neglect them. They are intended 


to enrich the spiritual life of the church, 
through service. Many churches have re- 
vealed a weakness at this point, in assum- 
ing that their efforts were to cease when the 
new converts were received. The real power 
of a church is measured in its ability to get 
under the commonplace burdens and to walk 
on and on with the new members. 

First named in this preparatory work 
must be the character of the preaching, 
through a given period in the life of the 
church. “We have found him,” is the text. 
The .message of Jesus is redemptive and 
regenerative. Before there can be a true 
revival, Christ must be understood as liv- 
ing above all human creeds, dogmatisms, 
and vaporings in theology. It is possible 
to be converted to a system of theology or 
belief rather than to the Christ—and this 
is always to the hurt of man’s spiritual na- 
ture. 

The end of too much revival effort in the 
past is illustrated by Elijah’s flight from 
Carmel to Beersheba. For a brief season 
there is very high tide of feeling and and 
the nerves are as tense as a fiddlestring. 
But see how the instrument needs retuning 
when under the juniper tree. The preacher 
expected too much from the one great, dra- 
matic effort of his career. He came to dis- 
appointment even though a large measure 
of divine power was in evidence. He discov- 
ered, what all men who carry forward God’s 
work finally learn, that the Eternal God is 


‘ not only at work in the outstanding dramatic 


events of life and history. But Christ works 
constantly, in all the orderly and quiet pro- 
cesses of life, wheré man is always less apt 
to perceive him. His is the still small voice 
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of duty, of a God-quickened conscience, of 
quiet incentives to daily deeds of love and 
helpful service. He whispers to the newly 
awakened soul and says, “You may be 
worthy and true in your citizenship, your 
Father knows your needs, your Savior un- 
derstands, and the world around you needs 
your best.” 

The preacher’s message must reveal the 
supreme value of Christianity to the race. 
It would be interesting to have people to 
define the controlling motive that led them 
to its acceptance. Too often does the preach- 
er minimize the mission of Christ. He 
would make salvation to consist in the ac- 
ceptance of a few dull and uninter- 
esting theological beliefs. He shouts 
his shibboleths, but fails to sound the 
depths of the gospel appeal. Paul’s 
appreciation of Christianity was the 
universal above the partial and the racial. 
His was the appeal of a human brotherhood 
ir. Christ. This was also the message of 
our fathers who established the Christian 
Church. Dr. Storrs, in his “Divine Origin 
of Christianity,” shows the unmistakable 
marks of the footprints of Christ in history. 
The splendor of his compelling message has 
been heightened and in no sense diminished 
by the World War. Dean Inge quotes some 
speaker who said that Jesus Christ is the 
only Person who has come out of this hor- 
rible business of the last seven years with 
intellectual credit. And England’s premie? 
has stated, “It is either Christ or chaos.” 

Since evangelism is the first business of 
life, let the preaching be of such a charac- 
ter as to arouse the Church to individual 
effort in soul winning. The spirit of evan- 
gelism is but the expression of the normal 
life of the Church. The Crusades, which 
brought refinement to Europe, extension of 
commerce, and increase of democracy, 
sprang from a truly evangelistic spirit and 
method. A church functioning only in aes- 
thetic programs and failirig to enkindle the 
spirit of worship and to set up the ideal of 
community betterment, is only marking time 
and its program is but a mockery. Living, 
giving, praying, toiling to save the lost and 
to win the falling, it becomes an incarna- 
tion of Christ’s person, his love and his 
labor. 

A very simple plan of organization in the 
local church to carry forward this work is 
best. In fact the simpler the organization 
the better. The family group plan cannot 
be improved upon. Let the parish territory 
be divided into convenient family groups, 
not too large. Let each family group have 
its leader and its secretary, all of these 
working under the direction of the evangel- 
istic member of the Forward Movement 
committee of the church. These are to be 
called together occasionally for special in- 
struction and to report upon the work in 
their field. A part of their duty is to se- 
cure lists of the unchurched families, to per- 
sonally and prayerfully seek out those who 
are lost to the church and its blessings. 
These workers should pledge themselves to 
give service amounting to at least two hours 
per week. Home services at the proper 
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time are also to be planned. The importance 
of this work in the scheme of evangelistic 
endeavor cannot be overestimated. It cer- 
tainly has the sanction of Christ. Special 
evangelists themselves, who have been most 
used of God, will tell you that at last it is 
the personal appeal that wins. You may 
test out its efficacy any time by asking any 
group of Christian people how many of 
them were won by personal influence and the 
personal appeal. From the time we say we 
are Christians, we commit ourselves to 
Christ and his program of world evangel- 
ization. 

We believe that a thorough understand- 
ing of the scope and meaning of evangelism 
will largely determine the character of the 
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work that is undertaken. This work is not 
incidental, it is fundamental. Preparation 
is not to be simply occasional, it is to be 
perennial. Sherwood Eddy’s brief treatise 
on, “Personal Evangelism, the Greatest 
Work in the World,” will inspire you to be- 
gin this work, not because of what you 
might know in the beginning, but rather be- 
cause of what Christ is. 

Huntington, Indiana. 


{N. B. Any pastor can well read and reread 
this article, which is filled with vital 
thoughts and suggestions. Dr. Etter is one 
of the leaders in the Christian denomination, 
a pastor of unusual ability. The great suc- 
cess that has attended his efforts commends 
his message to every pastor who wants his 
church to “Grow and Glow and Go.”—R. C. 
H., Sec’y Department of Evangelism.] 


Every Layman an Evangelist 


BY W. A. HARPER 
President of Elon College, N. C. 


"HIS is the ideal. The growth of the 
T Kingdom waits upon its realization. 
Jesus was a layman. Paul was a lay- 
man. So far as we know not a single priest 
or Levite was numbered among the Twelve. 
The prophets were laymen. Moody was a 
layman. Finney was a layman. Mott and 
Speer are laymen. So is William Jennings 
Bryan. A layman is a Christian whose 
means of support comes from another source 
than the gospel. A minister is a layman 
set aside by the Church in its organized 
capacity to give his entire time to the serv- 
ice of the Kingdom, God having impressed 
him that this is his duty. Not all of us 
can be ministers. Not all of us should be. 
God chose among the Israelites one of the 
twelve tribes to be the ministers of religion. 
This did not excuse the other eleven tribes 
from religious service, and we find the proph- 
ets coming from outside the tribe of Levi. 
The Biblical view is that every man is king 
and priest unto God. For convenience sake, 


‘for practical efficiency, for equitable division 


of labor, experience teaches that certain per- 
sons should be selected to serve the Kingdom 
all the time, the tribe of Levi among the 
Jews, the Christian ministry among Christ’s 
followers today. But this in no wise ex- 
cuses any man from his personal responsi- 
bility of propagating the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

The great, the only commission applies to 


~ all—to layman and to minister alike. There 


is no possible legitimate transfer of its re- 
sponsibility to another. We cannot do our 
Christian service by proxy. I am my broth- 
er’s keeper. The good I have is not mine 
to enjoy in personal exultation, but to share 
with my brothers in social satisfaction. It 
is the life of the Christian to propagate the 
gospel. The spirit grows by investment, not 
by boarding. A man never knows the full 
Christian: joy till he has led a brother to 
Christ. 

What do we mean by leading a brother to 
Christ? Let the theologians argue about 
what constitutes conversion, regeneration, 
repentance, and the rest. We laymen will 


not be concerned about the steps in the pro- 
cess. With that directness which character- 
izes our dispatch of business issues, we will 
be satisfied to bring our brother into the joy 
that is ours. The way of salvation is so 
simple that even a fool ought to be able to 
understand it—a fool out on the highway 
of life, with no book within ten miles. You 
don’t have to have a library in your office 
nor even a Bible in your pocket to lead a 
brother to Christ. Soul winning must rest 
on the solid basis of experience. 

Have I had a personal experience of God? 
Then I can tell about it, just as I can tell 
about some town I have visited or any other 
experience of my life. We are told in the 
Revelation that Satan was cast out by the 
blood of the Lamb and the word of their 
testimony. The blood of the Lamb, slain 
from the foundation of the world, what does 
it typify but the love of God for his chil- 
dren? And the word of their testimony, 
what is it but the record of Christian ex- 
perience? You don’t have to be a theologian, 
you don’t have to be ordained, to give in 
your experience of God. So let me say 


again, soul winning does rest on the solid . 


basis of experience. 


Now let’s apply this. Here is a man who 
has strayed away from God, so far from 
him that he lives his life in utter forgetful- 
ness of his presence. How can I help such 
aman? I will engage him in conversation. 
I will tell him how comforting to me is the 
thought that in every experience of my life 
God is present, ready to sympathize with me, 
and that this assurance strengthens me in 
temptation and nerves me ever to do right. 
I tell him how I talk with God in prayer 
and how he answers me. 

“No, no,” I continue, “it was not ever 
thus. Once I was as you are—away from 
him, trying to live a clean life without his 
help, and ever failing.” 

“No, no,” I answer, “I am not perfect yet, 
because at times I do forget him, forget 
his presence. Then he is grieved. His 
heart aches for my sin, just as he suffers on 
account of your sin. But he loves me still. 
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Then I return into the realization of his 
presence. I ask him to forgive me. He 
does. He blots it all out, and I start again.” 

Then I assure him that God loves him just 
as he does all his children, yearns to for- 
give him, pleads to become his constant life- 
companion. Then I ask him if he needs 
such a friend, if he will accept him, if he 
will resolve to live always in the conscious- 
ness of his presence, willingly trusting him 
to help him ever do the right. 

If he begins to ask me theological ques- 
tions, I will remember that the apostolic 
rule is not to engage in discussion with weak 
brethren regarding matters of doubtful dis- 
putation. So I will declare my ignorance of 
such matters, asserting their relative unim- 
portance, and will bring him back to the 
heart of the matter—the conscious realiza- 
tion of a loving Father’s presence, ready to 
forgive, ready to help, anxious to come into 
his life. And with confidence in the trust- 
worthiness of my witness, based on my ex- 
perience, I will re-affirm my unbounded joy 
and satisfaction in knowing whereof I 
speak. The love of God never ceases for 
his children, I will assure him. The prodi- 
gal may even return and God will ever re- 
ceive him. So will I lead him to accept 
Christ as the Revealer of God in love. So 
will I lead him to depend upon the Holy 
Spirit as the Revealer of God in daily ex- 
perience. So will I lead him to the surren- 
der of his heart and life to God. 


When he has returned to our Father’s 
house, I will bring out to him the robe and 


the ring and the shoes and the fatted calf. . 


He must first return. Then he can study 
theology and books on missions, and plan 
with his brothers in Christ around the ban- 
quet table for the onward march of the 
Kingdom in its program of redemption for 
the world. It is the business of those who 
give their entire lives to the Kingdom’s 
service to carry on to completion the work 
begun by the evangelist. We laymen can 
do the initial work. The nurture in grace 
that should normally follow is for organ- 
ized religion, that is, for the Church, making 
its impact through specialists trained for 
that very work, that is, for the ministers of 
the Church. Of course, we laymen will co- 
operate, but it requires more than experi- 
ence of God and witnessing thereto efficient- 
ly to discharge such service in spiritual cul- 
ture. Nor does this deny the minister evan- 
gelistic prerogative. He has all the obli- 
gation to lead men to Christ which we lay- 
men have; and in addition he is to do the 
specialized work of Christian culture, basic 
in a life that is to grow in grace—a work 
which we cannot do. If we could, there 
would be no need of ministers. 

Now the trouble with us laymen is that 
we think evangelism is reserved for preach- 
ers or at least that it is a matter of preach- 
ing. Laymen may preach if they can. But 
they can evangelize without that ability. It 
is more than anything else a matter of life. 

*That is why laymen who live the Christian 
gospel are such effective evangelists. Their 
fellows take note of them that they have 
been with Christ. Then their words of tes- 


timony carry conviction to the heart. Our 
brothers will recognize the trustworthiness 
of the Christian faith not at all from what 
we say about it unless that testimony is 
based on known character. This must not 
lead us, however, to conclude that our char- 
acter alone will do the work of an evangel- 
ist. It will not, except in rarest instances. 
Our character, plus our testimony based on 
experience, will yield a beautiful fruit for 
the Kingdom. It will cast evil out of the 
life of our brothers, when we thus witness 
to them of the love of God. 

The laymen of the churches are not func- 
tioning for Christ in evangelism, and so the 
Kingdom languishes. It will grow and flour- 
ish like the green bay tree planted by the 
rivers of water when laymen realize their 
individual responsibility for the propagation 
of the gospel and like true crusaders de- 
vote themselves to its proclamation with zeal 
unquenchable. Before this happy day shall 
dawn among us, laymen must understand 
the wide inclusiveness of their Christian 
stewardship and see life in true proportions. 
One soul is of more worth in God’s estimate 
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than all the multiplied billions of material 
wealth. He who leads a brother to Christ 
is the true millionaire. And every humblest 
follower of his is privileged to be such a 
spiritual millionaire. Such are those who 
lay up for themselves treasures in heaven 
and are rich toward God. 


And the joy of such riches! The unspeak- 
able joy thereof! Every layman who is an 
evangelist knows that joy. Would to God 
that all laymen might know it! Greater 
than the joy attendant upon one’s own sal- 
vation is this precious joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one sinner that 
is led to repentance, and the humble witness 
whose testimony led to this joy in heaven— 
his cup runs over, yes, that is it, runs over! 
He has more joy than he can contain! 


(N. B. The Herald readers, pastors, and 
laymen, will greatly appreciate our good for- 
tune in being able to secure this splendid ar- 
ticle from the = of one of the most promi- 
nent laymen of our Church, for this special 
Evangelism Issue. Dr. Harper is not only a 
lay leader in our denomination, but in inter- 
denominational activities as well. It is a 
fine thing when laymen of his standing ap- 
preciate, as he does, the part the layman has 
in the work of Evangelism. 

R. C. H., Sec’y Dept. of Evan.] 


Own Evangelist 


BY REV. J. S. KEGG 


HE Apostle Paul points out that some are 
T pastors and some evangelists. I there- 
fore acknowledge with greatest appre- 
ciation the evangelist’s work. It is thus not 
my purpose to detract from his work but 
rather to emphasize the place the pastor of 
today holds in his parish, for the pastor 
should also prove the work of an evangelist. 
I am thoroughly convinced that the pastor 
of today has a much more varied task than 
the one of whom Paul speaks, and he there- 
fore has a very large part in the evangelis- 
tic work of the Kingdom. 


Too often the pastor feels that if he vis- 
its the sick and infirm, preaches a few moral 
sermons on Sundays, and encourages be- 
nevolences, he has done his whole duty. If 
I understand my Bible correctly, no one has 
done his duty until he has “done his best. 
And no one has done his best until he has 
made use of every available opportunity 
to build up the Master’s Kingaom. 

The vocational evangelist’s work seems to 
be to lead men and women to Christ and 
then turn them over to the Church to care 
for them, which every experienced pastor 
will agree gives the Church the harder task. 
If the Church must do the harder task I 
am quite sure it is able for the easier one— 
that of leading folks to accept Christ. 

Now the methods a pastor may use are al- 
ways governed by the opportunities that are 
before him. Of course he must preach 
Christ. Not only a moral Christ but Christ 
the Savior of sinners. Too often, for fear 
of monotory and repetition, the pastor 
ceases to preach the gospel and turns aside 
to morals, history, and literature. If the 
pastor is to be his own evangelist he must 
preach salvation through Christ and preach 
it twelve months in the year. 


Then an evangelistic pastor generally 
means an evangelistic church. No pastor 
can be an evangelist until he gets a real pas- 
sion for souls. Wher he has a zeal to lead 
the lost to Christ he will soon find that his 
church has a zeal, too. Remember, it isn’t 
taught. It is caught. No pretense or make- 
believe will do. With this zeal the pastor 
will soon find himself out talking to men in 
their homes or in their fields. Like the 
Master, he will go out personally to call the 
unsaved. Nor need he go alone. There are 
few churches that are not anxious to be 
led. They do not like to be driven. I fear 
too often our pastors have not taken the 
lead in personal work. No wonder the 
Church has lost so much of the original 
plan, that of personal work. Surely the pas- 
tor lost it first. With a zealous pastor, and 
his Sunday-school teachers and other work- 
ers following, there will be souls coming to 
Christ, not only during the special meet- 
ings but throughout the year. 

Perhaps it is not unfair to compare re- 
sults of the pastor’s evangelistic efforts with 
those of a professional or vocational evangel- 
ist. The professional evangelist generally 
has a larger crowd, preaches to some who 
seldom come to church, wins some converts 
who were thought beyond reach and gener- 
ates an unusual spiritual atmosphere. All 
enjoy the services immensely, as they gain 
in interest and generally come to a climax 
the last day and close with a “bang.” Too 
often that “bang,” like the bursting of the 
baby’s balloon, signifies the disruption of 
forces and a collapse which is about as 
dreadful to the future Church. The next 
Sunday a splendid crowd comes out to serv- 
ices, but the pastor’s sermon seems a little 
tame beside those of the evangelist who has 
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been giving the cream of his life’s work. 
The crowd goes home a little disappointed 
and the next Sunday still fewer are pres- 
ent. In a few Sundays the crowd is down 
to about where it was before the meeting 
(often below) and the pastor wonders why, 
grows discouraged, and begins to think 
about moving. 

What is wrong? Oh! Smith didn’t join 
the church, he joined the evangelist; and so 
when the evangelist left he took about all 
the interest along with him for Smith. The 
result—Smith is soon about the same man 
he was before, only harder for the next man 
to reach. 

Will you allow me to contrast the results 
of the meeting where the pastor and work- 
ers hold their own meeting? Not quite so 
many present, not quite so much excitement, 
not quite so many confessions (perhaps) ; 
but there will be (should be) more field 
work, house-to-house work, which will make 
up for the loss in attendance. When the 
special meeting closes there is no spasm 
from which the church collapses. There is 
rather a growing zeal for evangelistic work 
and folks are coming into the church the 
whole year through. Your workers have 
gone out and won others for Christ and 
have come back stronger and anxious to go 
again. Those who accept Christ come to 
church, find the same pastor evangelist, the 
same interesting sermons, and hence soon 
grow more interested. I know there always 
are some who fall away, but personal ex- 
perience has taught me that a much greater 
percent is faithful with the “pastor as his 
own evangelist.” Then again, there is a 
real joy to see that smile on the face of 
your victorious worker or to hear the words 
of an earnest teacher while she wipes a 
tear from her eye and says, “That is the 
last one of my class to accept Christ.” It 
is some joy when a teacher can say, “I have 
a hundred percent membership in my class,” 
and she knows that she has been the means 
of leading them to Christ. 

To my fellow-pastors I concede that it 
means work to stay a number of years at 
one place and get out new sermons each 
year and do all the necessary field work, 
but let’ each pastor remember that the 
preacher who leads a person to accept Christ 
and to join the church, administers baptism, 
performs the marriage ceremony, and min- 
isters to their comfort in the hour of be- 
reavement, finds a place in the heart that 
no other can reach. 

Blessed is that pastor who has the privi- 
lege to officiate in these four sacred serv- 
ices to his people, and twice blessed is that 
church whose members have loyalty enough 
and wisdom enough to see that the future 
good of their church is at stake and always 
call their pastor for such services. 

Beside the fact that it gives a pastor a 
greater influence over his future church, I 
am convinced that what a man lives, preach- 
es Christ as much as what he says. While 
the professional evangelist reaches some a 
pastor may not reach, I am equally as sure 
the earnest pastor will reach many the pro- 
fessional evangelist cannot influence. As 
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was said recently in my own church, “We 
want a man to preach and then stay to prac- 
tice.” The unchristian world today wants 
evangelistic pastors who not only can cause 
them to accept Christ, but can lead them 
upward in life’s journey. What does con- 
version mean to anyone who is not led 
higher? Frankly, I have more hopes for 
the man at the bottom going up than for 
the one at the top coming down. This means 
not only a new birth in Christ, but growth 
in Christ. The mid-week prayer service af- 
fords such_ splendid opportunities to 
strengthen these new creatures in Christ 
Jesus and to establish them in their faith. 

Let me close with an earnest appeal 
to every pastor to search his own heart and 
see if he has a real zeal for the salvation 
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of sinners. When that is held within the 
soul, it will soon work out in life and the 
evangelistic question of the home church 
will be largely solved. 


Brother pastor, do not allow your field to 
go unworked. You will find many souls 
just waiting for an invitation. Go out after 
them-.and train them for the Master’s serv- 
ice and you will not only be successful, but 
you will find the sweetest joy that this life 
knows. 


Pleasant Hill, Ohio. 


{[N. B. THese words of wise counsel to the 
writer’s brother pastors are the result of ex- 
perience rather than theory. He has been a 
pastor who has proved the work of an evan- 
gelist, and from his efforts as a pastor-evan- 
gelist he has received more than two hun- 
dred members into his church in four years 
time.—R, C. H.] 


Evangelism in the Sunday-school 
BY REV. RUE BURNELL 


HE method of work in the Sunday-school 

seems to me to class it as the most 

logical method of public evangelism. 
Its method is teaching; and that was chief- 
ly the Master’s method of public work, and 
largely also of private work.- When the 
people were gathered together, “He looked 
out upon them and taught them,” “He said 
unto them, “He began to teach them,” “He 
taught them as one having authority,’’ “He 
told them what ‘the Kingdom of heaven is 
like,’” etc. “His words were with power,” 
“Many believed upon him,” “All the world 
went after him.” The Sunday-school un- 
dertakes to teach about God and Christ, and 
the way his Kingdom has been built up on 
the earth. It teaches about men and women 
in their relations with God, showing their 
successes and their failures; their successes 
built firmly upon the principles of righteous- 
ness as revealed in Christ, or through the 
prophets before Christ; and their failures 
caused every time by a neglect of the prin- 
ciples of righteousness. The need for 
Christ, and abundant proof of his sufficiency 
to meet all of men’s needs, is constantly kept 
before even the casual observer of the 
things taught in the Sunday-school. More- 
over, this teaching begins with the babe, and 
follows him on up through those vital years 
of adolescence and young manhood, offering 
many opportunities for direct personal touch 
with him of a kind that will lead him Christ- 
ward, 

The teacher has opportunity of studying 
his pupils, and therefore of preparing him- 
self for personal interviews with them for 
the purpose of leading them into the King- 
dom. In the regular class hours, and in the 
social activities provided by the Sunday- 
school, nearly the exact need of each pupil 
can be discovered; or the channel through 
which he can best be reached can often be 
ascertained. 

Then, too, the Sunday-school attendant 
sees some important phases of the fruits of 
Christianity at work, which is one of the 
very best and most effective ways of teach- 
ing Christianity, The moral and social life 


of those who attend Sunday-school is, on 
the average, better than those who do not 
attend. One may be told of Sunday-school, 
but he is affected by it most when he attends 
it. “Men trust their eyes rather than their 
ears. The effect of precept is slow and 
tedious, that of example is quick and 
effectual.” 


The teaching of the Sunday-school, as it 
ought to be, splendidly harmonizes the two 
phases of evangelism. It leads to Christ 
and then with him. This is the only purpose 
of the Sunday-school. Let us, for the sake 
of our Christ, for the sake of his Kingdom, 
not fail with genuine evangelism in the Sun- 
day-school. We must find the connection be- 
tween every lesson outlined and the tasks 
of everyday living. The connection is there. 
Here is a wonderful opportunity, not only 
for leading men to Christ, but of helping 
them to continue to follow him, so that they 
may become genuine fishers of men. 


To be true to its mission of evangelism, 
the Sunday-school must teach principles, not 
events; only as the events bring out the 
principles. We must teach lives, not actions; 
only as the actions reveal or hinder the life. 
It is not of much importance just what 
things David, or Solomon, or Jeroboam, or 
Saul did, so far as being able to recite a 
connected narrative of their doings is con- 
cerned. It is of much importance, however, 
to know why they acted as they did; to 
know what were the governing principles of 
their lives; and then to know what their 
acts, motivated by their principles, accom- 
plished in their own lives and the lives of 
those they influenced. I learned this defini- 
tion of history, once, which to my mind is 
the correct definition, and the one that 
should be indelibly written upon the mind 
of the Sunday-school teacher. “History is 
that subject which treats of the progress of 
ideas as manifested by events.” Let us show 
the life and teachings of Christ in all their 
noble manliness, their beauty, and their ap- 
pealing power. All those sturdy, sacred 
principles, which men in their inmost, no- 
blest, souls admire and desire, are revealed 
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perfected in the life and teachings of the 
Man of Galilee. They are attractive. They 
draw men, and they lead men on. Let us 
show them then. “I, if I be lifted up will 
draw all men unto me.” “He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die.” “Rock of Ages, cleft 
for me, let me hide myself in thee.” Let us, 
in the Sunday-school, hide everything else in 
him. Let us be “determined to know nothing 
else but Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 

The Sunday-school exists to teach about 
God and Christ. That is evangelism—in- 
troducing men to Christ and helping them 
to walk in his fellowship. It was that in- 
troduction and that sort of walking that 
made Saul, the great and powerful perse- 
cutor, the greater and more powerful Chris- 
tian. It was that introduction and fellow- 
ship that made Lincoln a benefactor and in- 
spiration to America and the world. It is 
that introduction and fellowship that is 
sending hundreds of men and women out 
today with the privilege of dispensing the 
bread of life to their fellow-men, which 
bread is giving them “life more abundantly.” 
This task is the sacred commission and the 
high privilege of the Sunday-school. 

The story is told of two brothers who en- 
tered the late war together, and who, in 
some unusual way, were permitted to re- 
main together in the service. They were 
together in the front line trenches one day 
when their commanding officer stated to his 
men, that at the zero hour one-half his com- 
mand were to go over the top. To decide 


which men were to go and which to stay, the 
entire group numbered. When they had fin- 
ished, lots were cast, I suppose, to decide 
whether the odd numbered or even numbered 
men ‘were to go. The brothers, being to- 
gether when the numbering was done, re- 
ceived one an odd and the other an even 
number, so that one went over, while the 
other was compelled to remain in the trench. 
When the fatal hour came, the brother in 
the trench, after a few minutes of terrible 
watching, saw the other go down out in “No 
man’s land.” He went quickly to his com- 
manding officer, and, telling him what had 


‘ happened, asked to go after his brother. The 


commander, hard as it was to do so, said it 
would be folly for one man to go out there 
now, and that it must not be. The brother 
was not thus to be quieted, but, pleading 
with his officer, said, “If it were your broth- 
er you’d go, and so must I.” The officer had 
a heart that was not stone, so he gave the 
permission. In a few minutes, the brother 
who had remained behind stood over and 
looked into the dying face of the other. The 
dying man, on feeling the arms of his broth- 
er, opened his eyes, and, looking up, said, 
“QO Brother, I knew you’d come.” Let us 
of the Sunday-school take up our work of 
evangelism, through the Sunday-school, with 
such consecration, that our Elder Brother 
shall know that we will not fail him. 
Superior, Nebr. 


(Rev. Burnell is one of our younger minis- 
ters of real promise, and has been especially 
successful in the work of evangelism among 
young people. What a wonderful field for 
evangelism the Sunday-schools permit.—R., C. 
H. 


Evangelism in the Christian Endeavor Society 


BY REV. RAYMOND G. CLARK 
Student in Defiance College 


OUNG people have long been a problem 
to the Church, but it is comparatively 
recent since the Church began to recog- 

nize this problem and to attempt a solution. 
So long as there were, no movies, no automo- 
biles, and people walked or rode in wagons, 
young people attended church because there 
were few other places to go. The problem 
of youth is different in each age. Fifty 
years ago it was a problem of discipline 
while in the Church. Today the problem is 
how to get them to attend church and how 
to win them to Christ. More and more 
Christian leaders are coming to sense the 
need of emphasizing the spirit of evangelism 
in the Christian Endeavor society. Prac- 
tically every national and social reform has 
been achieved, not by transforming old age, 
but by forming youth. It would take a 
long while, if it were at all possible, to bring 
about a reform merely by changing mature 
life. But we can make the ideals of a nation 
“right-about-face” in a single generation by 
righty directing the energy of youth. 

A schoolboy one night complained fo his 
father by saying, “I can’t git these prob- 
lems; the teacher said somethin’ about 
findin’ the great common devisor.” And the 
father replied, “Well, ain’t they got that yet, 


they were trying to find that when I was a 
boy.” The old problem of saving young 
people has become our present problem. If 
the Church is to continue to progress, con- 
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“Hast thou not planted, with thy hand, 
A lovely vine in this our land? 

Did not thy power defend it round, 

And heavenly dews enrich the ground? 
Return, Almighty God! return, 

Nor let thy bleeding vineyard mourn: 
Turn us to thee, thy love restore; 

We shall be saved and sigh no more.” 


“We would have health, and yet 

Still use our bodies ill; 

Bafflers of our own prayers, from earth to 
life’s last scenes. 

We would have inward peace, 

Yet will not look within: 

We would have misery cease, 

Yet will not cease from sin: 

We want all pleasant ends, but will use no 
harsh means.” 





evangelism in our Endeavor society. 
Colleges aim, not to do a student’s work 


or to give him money, but rather to inspire 
him and make it possible for him to help 
himself and do his own work. I do not be- 
lieve that it is always best for the older 
members in the Church to do the evangel- 
istic work in our Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety, but I do believe that the older mem- 
bers should inspire Christian Endeavor so- 
cieties to help themselves—to do their own 
evangelizing. They should teach young life 
to rescue and save young life. You can 
put a lion in a cage for a year, but when he 
is released he is just as dangerous as before. 
And to do all the evangelizing for the young 
people is to leave them as weak, in this 
particular field, as we found them. They 
lose that strength and inspiration that come 
only from doing personal evangelism. Great 
singers and musicians have their beginning 
in early childhood. Is it not reasonable to 
conclude that great soul winners should have 
their beginning while in the Christian En- 
deavor society—even as early as when they 
are in the Junior and Intermediate societies? 

“Kind” tends to beget “kind.” We have 
observed that Christian workers are most 
successful in winning those of their own 
mental caliber and of their own age. This 
is because there is an existing bond of sym- 
pathy and fellowship so that the ideas and 
understandings of one are quickly accepted 
and sanctioned by the other. Pastors have 
the same difficulty in this matter as do lay- 
men, except as their more varied experiences 
may help them. Nor should the pastor seek 
to do all the soul winning for the Christian 
Endeavorers. Let the Endeavorers do their 
own soul winning, in so far as it is possible. 
Pastors will accomplish more permanent 
good by teaching both the old and young 
members to become soul winners than they 
will by doing it themselves. During my 
years in college I have observed that facu! 
discipline is less effective than student dis- 
cipline. Faculty rebuke tends to antagonize, 
while student rebuke tends to shame. Col- 
lege students, in general, care less for the 
president’s opinion than they do about the 
opinions of their classmates; and young 
people in the Christian Endeavor society 
care less for the pastor’s opinions than they 
do for the opinions of their fellow-Endeavor- 
ers. If these observations are correct, it 
must be true that young Christians, general- 
ly, will be more successful in winning young 
people to Christ and directing their Chris- 
tian growth after they are received into the 
Church than will the older members. Sev- 
eral times I have talked with young people 
about accepting Christ and failed to make 
any definite impression. I was their pastor 
and they took it for granted that it was my 
duty to invite them, but afterwards I got 
some of their close associates to speak to 
them, and they won them. 

As to the best methods or best devices to 
use in Christian Endeavor evangelism, it is 
difficult to say. Those are things that must 
be adapted to local conditions. However, I 
will attempt to ask one question. How would 
it do to have a special Christian Endeavor 
evangelistic campaign? This service prob- 
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ably would not be of long duration—say 
two or three days. It could be held in the 
church auditorium or in the Christian En- 
deavor room. The songs, the prayers, the 
testimonies, and the sermons could all be 
fitted to the’ occasion. After the young 
people have taken their stand for Christ, 
they could be received into the church ac- 
cording to custom. Such a service could be 
held in conjunction with the usual evangel- 
istic services at an earlier hour. Or, if 
thought best, it could be held at another 
date. 


At first thought one might think there is 
not much religion or evangelistic talent in 
the average Christian Endeavor society. 
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“The centipede was contented quite 

Till the toad said in fun, 

‘Pray, sir, which foot comes after which” 
This wrought his mind to such a pitch 

He lay distracted in the ditch, 

Considering how to run.” 


After deep reflection we realize that there 
is so much dormant evangelistic ability in 
our Christian Endeavor society that we 
searcely know where to begin to develop 
it for the glory of God. 


Defiance, Ohio. 


(IN. B. Rev. Clark is also one of our 
younger ministers of real promise. His high 
estimate of the gospel ministry is expressed 
in the fact that though having a family, he 
is going to go on in his educational work and 
take the full Theological Seminary course. 
His suggestions for evangelism in the C. E. 
are very pertinent and helpful.—R. C. H., 
Sec’'y Dept. of Evan.] 


Personal Evangelism in the Church 
BY REV. J. VINCENT KNIGHT 


NE of the many great and good things 
we learned during the struggle of the 


great war, was the fact that each man 
was his brother’s keeper, and responsible for 
his life and well-being. If those of us who 
compose the Church of Jesus Christ can 
appropriate this knowledge, we shall go a 
long ways toward reaching and saving men 
who are lost.- The sooner we come to realize 
that each Christian is responsible to God 
and his fellow-man in an individual way, that 
much quicker will the Church come to her 
place, in the work of the Kingdom of our 
Christ. The thing we have so long needed 
to know, is the fact that soul winning is not 
the business of the preacher alone, but the 
business of every professed Christian. 


The fact that a Church exists for fifty 
weeks in the year and depends upon a two 
weeks’ meeting to save the community, 
shames it. Where did such a custom origi- 
nate anyway? Think of a business corpora- 
tion loafing for fifty weeks in the year, and 
then placing a special sale for two weeks at 
the yuletide season. Bankruptcy would be 
the result. And this is also true with the 
Church. It may exist for awhile, but it 
simply cannot live. To its sorrow the 
Church of today finds itself suffering for 
the service of men and women. Is it not be- 
cause we have depended upon the minister 
and a few faithful ones rather than trying 
to line up the great masses of the Church 
in a personal way? There must be a way 
out, and a remedy for the ailments of the 
work today. This, in a great measure is 
the work of the local pastor and church. 
There is, however, a general remedy that 
will apply to the whole Church. That remedy 
is found in what we choose to call personal 
evangelism in -the Church. 

The time for a harvest of this kind is 
ripe. Most churches need-a number of 
things, such as better equipment, better 
buildings, better workers, better leadership, 
more work, and more money to run the 
work. But what is the paramount need in 
the work? Is it not more men? Did not 
Jesus foresee, all this when he said, “Pray 


ye therefore the Lord of the Harvest that 
he will send laborers into the vineyard?” 
Are we to get these workmen in a loose, 
haphazard way? No, they will come when 
the membership of the Church goes out 
after them. This was the method Jesus and 
the early Church used. Andrew went out 
after his brother, brought him to Jesus, 
and this brother preached the sermon at 
Pentecost; and yet, how few of us give An- 
drew the credit which is due him? We 
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Are you looking about for a means 
or method by which you can help im- 
prove the community in which you 
live? 

“There is no other way by which a 
man can make what is best in himself 
such a wide and permanent influence 
for good in his community, than by 
throwing himself heartily and vigorous- 
ly into church work.” 

“To be an outside saint is better than 
nothing, but the best position is to be 
an inside laborer in the life of the 
church, thus helping to develop the fin- 
est character and bestow the greatest 
blessings upon mankind.” 

“A man is never more safe or more 
happy, never more useful than when he 
has associated himself with the cor- 
porate life in the Spirit which the 
church provides.” 

“Come thou with us and we will do 
thee good. . . . and thou shalt be 
to us instead of eyes.”—Num. 10: 29, 
31.—From pastoral card of Rev. S. M. 
Millholland. 
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place the Church in a professional rut by 
the principles we use. Our Christ will not 
always honor or recognize these methods, 
and the masses of the Church idle. We 
emphasize returning to the Bible plan of 
giving—let us also return to the Biblical 
plan of evangelism, and instead of losing 
numerically, we shall gain, and great will 
be the gain. 
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The day is here when the Church must 
solve its problem by putting its membership 
to work, for no man can be happy and con- 
tented while he is idle. Men join the Church 
in order to serve somebody else, and the 
local Church that does the most work will 
always have the greatest pull on the public. 
The business of the Church is to save men, 
and to do it it must lead men to Christ, de- 
velop Christian character, and train Chris- 
tian workers. Just as the training school 
trains teachers or men to make good in 
their vocation—so must the Church train 
every man possible for the great work that 
lies before us. Our commission is to 
evangelize the world, and we cannot do it 
with ten percent of the Church working and 
the rest standing by doing nothing. Our 
motto should be: “Every Member a Soul 
Winner for Christ,” for we can never reach 
the world for Christ until we have a re- 
vival of work in the Church. Every man 
must have a mind to work, for there are 
thousands about us that never attend a serv- 
ice of the Church, and can only be reached 
on the streets, and that means personal 
work. To reach these great multitudes of 
men, every church must have a trained 
group of personal workers. 

The world will never be reached by pro- 
fessional evangelism. There is a reason for 
this. The scientists tell us that, “to every 
action there is an equal reaction,” and what 
is true in the scientific world is also true in 
the world of religion, and oftentimes the. 
reaction following a sensational campaign 
is so great that the Church loses far more 
than it gains. In a town of , in the 
State of , one of these sensational men 
held a thirty days’ meeting. At the close 
of the campaign a local newspaper took it 
upon itself to make investigations and find 
results. It did, and found that the churches 
of this town had contributed more money to 
the evangelist than they had raised for all 
pastors, mission boards, benevolent and 
charitable societies in a period of two and 
one half years. These churches received an 
average of six members per church. Is that 
evangelism? Will the Church ever reach 
the world at this rate of speed? The great 
call of the day is for a revival of personal 
evangelism—when men will go out after men 
and bring them into the Kingdom. The 
Church suffers because it does not use the 
material it already has. There is no more 
beautiful picture of this to be found than 
that of Shamgar. He was a farmer—God 
called him to fight the Philistines. He had 
nothing with which to fight but an oxgoad, 
but he hastened to the field, used what he 
had, and came out victorious. So will the 
Church when it puts on a program that will 
challenge the membership of the Church to 
work—rather than sit up and listen to some 
one preach. 

What is the solution of the problem? We 
must see the great need. We must also see 
the great waste caused by neglect on the 
part of the Church. The Church must catch 
a new vision, and this must be a vision of 
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individual, personal service to Christ. 
Difficult? Yes, this kind of work is difficult, 
because it brings men face to face and opens 
the way for a free and frank discussion of 
matters. But who would stand back because 
the work was a bit difficult, when he knows 
that his reward is a thousandfold greater 
because of the difficult task he has done? 
The whole Church must pray, and each 
member must have a Gethsemane of his 
own, a place where his will is brought under 
such subjection to the will of Christ that he 
will overcome the thought of difficulty and 
completely lose himself in the work of the 
Master. Personal evangelism? Yes, it is a 
difficult task if undertaken in a weak, totter- 
ing way, but let us think of it in the light 
of those lines from Edgar Guest: 


Somebody said that it couldn’t be done, 
But he, with a chuckle, replied, 
That maybe it couldn’t, but he’d not be one 
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To say so until he tried. 

So he buckled right in, with a bit of grin 
On his face—if he worried he hid it. 

He started to sing, as he tackled the thing 
That couldn’t be done, and he did it. 


Somebody scoffed, “Oh, you'll never do that— 

At least no one has ever done it.” 

But he took off his coat, and he took off his hat, 
And the first thing we knew he'd begun it. 

With a bit of a grin and a lift of the chin, 
Without any doubting or quit it, 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing, 

That couldn’t be done, and he did it. 


There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 
There are thousands to prophesy failure, 

There are thousands to point out, one by one, 

The dangers that wait to assail you, 

But just buckle in, with a bit of a grin, 

Take off your coat and go to it, 

Just start in to sing, as you tackle the thing, 


* That cannot be done, and you'll do it. 


Raleigh, N. C. 


{N. B. Rev. Knight is pastor of our wide- 
awake church at Raleigh, N. C. He is a pas- 
tor who appreciates the large place evangel- 
ism should have in the program of a church, 
and has been successful in all lines of evan- 
gelistic effort.—R. C. H.] 


Every Member an Evangelist 


BY REV. WARREN 


alike. No two of us have the same 
disposition. Even twins, who at first 
glance seem to look and act alike, are, up- 
on a short acquaintance, found to be quite 
different. Each of us has an individuality. 
There are certain distinctive characteris- 
tics in each of us. You are different from 
anybody else you have ever met. Why has 
God, in his infinite wisdom, made us all dif- 
ferent? There must be some purpose, some 
reason why we have different colored eyes, 
hair, complexions, are of different sizes, dis- 
positions, temperaments, and all these dif- 
ferent physical and mental characteristics. 
God has set his heart on winning the peo- 
ple of the world to himself. He sent his 
only begotten Son into the world to reveal 
his own heart of love. Jesus came and made 
the way of life plain—showed how the 
Father loved us. He gave up his own life 
and sent his followers out to win all men 


N: two of us look alike, dress or act 


back to God and righteousness. It was not, 


a small task; but he made no other way or 
plan for us to use than “Go ye.” Every 
follower of Christ is to be a soul winner, 
has the sublime task of influencing, under 
the power of the Holy Spirit, some lives 
back to the Father. That is the main busi- 
ness of the Christian. We have frequently 
acted as though we thought that it were 
alone the business of some deacon, Sunday- 
school teacher, and the pastor. Not so. It 
it your main business and mine. We may 
work in different ways to accomplish it. 
God has made us different so we may work 
differently; but the purpose is_ the 
same. The humblest man. and woman 
boy and girl, who love Christ can be soul 
winners, can lead people to Christ, and God 
expects us to do it. 

How long have you been in the church; 
five, ten, twenty years? How many can 
you name that you feel you were primarily 
instrumental in winning into the Christian 
life? Let us face the fact earnestly and 
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see it as it is and then go forward deter- 
mined that by God’s help we shall win some. 

Because we are differently constituted, 
have different characteristics, we may win 
different individuals to Christ. This is one 
reason why God made us so different. For 
this reason, there are some whom one may 
win and others not. We all have influence 
over other people. This influence is due to 
those different personalities and character- 
istics. One may have an influence, a win- 
ning, persuasive power over some individu- 
als, and no power of persuasion over others. 
Another has a strong influence over some 
folks whom you cannot persuade at all. God 
has made us different so that all people may 
be reached by the different people. He has 
some for you and some for me to win, with- 
in our reach, and we are stewards of that 
winning influence. He expects us to win 
them. The probabilities are that if we do 
not win them, they will not be won. The 
responsibility is great and the joy in trying 
is indescribable. Did you ever win a soul 
to Christ? Then you know the joy. 

Yes, there are people within your reach 
for you to win and whom God expects you 
to reach. Did you ever ask yourself why 
you live where you do, or work where you 
do, or employ those whom you do, or why 
that unchristian man works next to you 
at the same bench? You see God has a way 
of placing people right around us that we 
may have a chance; then they move away 
and he sends others to be near us. Some- 
times he moves us. Then we change about 
and are thrown with other and new folks. 
Each of us has a circle of friends. Some 
are influenced by you, easily persuaded by 
you. You have a winning power over them. 
They do not appeal to me. I would have 
no influence over them. The humblest per- 
son has an influence over some whom others 
could scarcely influence in any way. God 
expects us to use that influence, that per- 
suasiveness, that winning power over them 
for him. 
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That is one of the strong reasons for us- 
ing the group method of work in our 
churches as urged by the Forward Move- 
ment. It provides for at least five definite 
workers among six or eight families, right 
among the folks they are more or less ac- 
quainted with; and these five folks, with 
their different personalities, are to reach 
these folks for Christ and his service. And 
not only are they to work among these few 
families but they are to enlist other Chris- 
tians already in those families in service 
and winning power among the other folks 
of the group. God has sent some folks into 
your community because you are there. He 
is counting on you to win them for him. 
Can he depend on you? 


If your people will go to work seriously 
on the group system of workers and keep 
at it long enough to create a soul-winning 
atmosphere in your church, there will be a 
new day in your church and a new joy in 
your souls. 


We most earnestly believe that God wants 
and expects you to be a soul winner, that he 
has given you an influence over some folks 
that you may win them to him; that if you 
do not win them the probabilities are that 
they will not be won; and that you are a 
steward of that winsome power, that pecul- 
iar individuality, and will be called to ac- 
count for failure to use that power among 
your group. He frequently changes us from 
place to place that our circle may enlarge, 
that we may by all means save some. It 
is great to be what God wants us to be— 
soul-winning Christians. He that winneth 
souls is wise (Prov. 11:30). 


All too long the element of personality 
has not received its proper emphasis. The 
heart and hand touch have been too largely 
neglected. The personal and individual ele- 
ment has been increased in every form of 
modern and commercial life. The Spirit of 
God is waiting for that same element to be 
introduced into the work of the Church. For 
that we make this plea. We must touch 
our fellow-men if we would lift them and 
win them. The sinning world wants the 
grasp of the hand, the individual invitation. 
Touch the heart of the man, woman, and 
child who live near you in those few fami- 
lies in your group, and make the contact 
for the communication of God’s saving 
power. The only way to save ourselves and 
to save the Church is to save the world. 
Every Christian should be a soul winner, 
a personal worker. It is for us all to bring 
our hearts in touch with other hearts, our 
personality with other personalities, and 
speak personally to our fellows about Christ. 

Dayton, Ohio. 

o 


Wherever injustice is being done; wher- 
ever the weak are being oppressed; wher- 
ever banded interests, whether financial or 
political, are allowed to triumph over the 
exigencies of truth; wherever personal ex- 
pediency leads a man to set aside what he 
knows to be just; wherever truth is calum- 
niated and ignored—there Christ is being 
crucified —Charles Gore. 
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The Place of Prayer in Evangelism 
BY REV. J. T. BROOKS 


OU will *find that prayer has been the 
y mighty power that has moved not only 
God, but man, and every man and 
woman that God has used to halt sin in this 
nation or in any other nation has been one 
of prayer. Martin Luther prayed all night 
and history records that on that day King 
Charles granted religious toleration, a thing 
for which Luther prayed. Johnathan Ed- 
wards, just before preaching his sermon on 
the subject, “Sinners in the hands of an 
angry God,” prayed four days, and when he 
preached it men fell to the floor and the 
, people cried out in fear. Elijah prayed and 
the heavens were closed up for three years 
and six months, and he prayed again and 
the heavens gave rain. Notice again, Paul 
and Silas while in prison at Philippi prayed, 
the place was shaken, and the jailer was 
converted. 

Notice, these men prayed at the right time 
and right place, and they got results. They 
understood the conditions and surroundings 
and their place of worship. They realized 
for what they were praying. Then is it 
necessary that we should pray as they pray- 
ed? Yes. We should be in earnest. But 
should we pray to God to send fire (literal 
fire) down from heaven? Is it necessary 
that we should be chained in prison and 
pray all night in order that one soul might 
be saved? No. Conditions and surround- 
ings are different today. We are living in 
a new age, a new day. 

The first and main thing in our Christian 
life of today is that we should study and 
know the situation. The second is that we 
should feel our needs before calling for help 
from God. After we feel our needs and be- 
come burdened, then we will find the place 
for prayer. 

The first place I would suggest is the 
‘home. The homes make the community, the 
community makes the Church, and no 
church will rise above the home. If the 
home would get back to the family altar, 
offering thanks at the table, and Scripture 
reading sometime during the day, when the 
time came for our evangelistic meetings we 
would not have to stew and fret and wonder 
where the fault is. But many of our Chris- 
tian homes fail in this, and still they wonder 
why the boys and girls are not saved. There- 
fore the first and last place of prayer should 
be in the home. 

The second place of prayer should be in 
the church. I firmly believe that the Church 
of God will have to confess her own sins, 
before there can be any great work of grace. 
There must be a deeper work among God’s 
believing people. I sometimes think it is 
about time to give up preaching to the un- 
godly and preach to those who profess to be 
‘Christians. If we had a higher standard of 
life in the Church of God, there would be 
thousands more flocking into the Kingdom. 
In reading the history of Israel you will 


notice that when they put away their 
strange gods, God visited the nation, and 
there came a mighty evangelistic stir. 
What we want and need at this time in all 
of our churches is a true and deep revival, 
one that God knows about, one that the sin- 
ner knows about, and one that the church 
member knows about. This awakening will 


come when all Christians feel the need of it, . 


and call mightily upon the Lord. I do not 
mean this “Happy Jack” praying just to 
arouse the emotion, but that deep, earnest, 
sincere praying which will cause a true 
spirit of evangelism that God intends we 
should have, that kind which will last and 
hold throughout the year. True praying will 
bring true evangelism. 


Another place of prayer should be in the 
pews. I think many times we go to church 
just to see and to watch the movements that 
go on while we are very comfortably seated. 
I think the strength of the minister largely 
comes from the strength of the pews. I have 
heard ministers say, “I get my inspiration 
from the congregation.” If this be true, 
then the Christian. congregation should be 
in earnest prayer. Pray for him who 
speaks, pray for the lost, pray for the 
pupils of your class that they may be saved 
during the meeting in which you are now 
worshiping. For if the lost are ever saved, 
they will be saved in answer to prayer. 

Another important place of prayer in 
evangelism should be in the minister’s study. 
This is the place where the evangelist 
should make his preparation. This is the 
place where he should consult God about 
the work. This is the place where his mes- 
sages should be worked out and then steeped 
in prayer. The minister that is trying to 
preach without praying will sooner or later 
fail. It has been said that if the congrega- 
tion is to be warmed up the fire must first be 
kindled in the pulpit. I think that is true. 


Therefore to be successful in this work we * 


should know the message, and God should 
know it, for God is the one who gave it. 
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The message that is born out of hard study 
and baptized in sincere prayer is sure to 
have power no other message can have. 

There is another important place of pray- 
er in evangelism and that is in the upper 
room, the upper room may be in the cottage 
prayer meeting, it may be in the church 
basement, or in a Sunday-school room, or it 
may be at the altar in the church; but 
wherever this may be the people of God 
should assemble and tarry awhile in prayer 
until the answer comes from God. Notice, 
that when the power of God came upon the 
Early Church, it was when they were all of 
one accord. There was union. They were 
assembled in one place, praying for the 
same thing. God heard them and their re- 
quest was granted. The secret of their 
success was through answered prayer. 

The secret of all true evangelism comes 
through answered prayer, but the trouble 
with some of our praying today is that we 
pray amiss. We are not together—we are 
not of one accord. We need unity. One of 
the saddest things of the present day is the 
division in God’s Church. I believe the 
blessing of Peritecost never would have been 
given but for that spirit of unity. If they 
had been divided and quarreling among 
themselves, do you think the Holy Ghost 
would have come and those thousands been 
converted? Never. 

There is something wrong and that some- 
thing never will be made right until God’s 
people, get back to God’s program. Notice, 
God became angry with Moses because he 
prayed at the wrong time and wrong place. 
God told Moses to lift up his rod and 
stretch out his hand over the sea and divide 
it. That was God’s program at that time. 
It is useless for God’s people to pray for 
the world to be saved until we get back to 
God’s program—the program of united 
action on the part of all God’s people. The 
world can never be won to Christ by a 
divided Church. 

Mansfield, Ill. 


[N. B. Rev. Brooks, who is pastor of the 
Bethel Church, one of our rural churches in 
Illinois, is a man of prayer and of works. 
His power with men in leading them to Christ 
is due to the large place he makes in his life 
for prayer, and the fact that he supplements 
his praying with hard work.—R. Cc. H 


After the Revival - - What ? 


BY REV. GEORGE DELMAN EASTES 


HE crucial hour in the spiritual life of 
any church or community is at hand 
when the last service of a_ special 

evangelistic campaign has been concluded. 
The real success of revival efforts is not 
determined so much by the number of con- 
verts that have been counted as by the 
manner in which the work begun in the re- 
vival is followed up by the pastor and his 
co-workers within the established member- 
ship of his church. The idea is all too prev- 
alent among ministers and laymen alike 
that two or three weeks of special effort in 
the course of a year is all that is necessary 


in order to win those for whom we are 
conscious that God holds us_ responsible. 
This idea is all right so far as it goes, but 
it is entirely inadequate and cannot ac- 
complish the real results that God expects 
of us. The Master’s life was a continuous 
effort at evangelism as was also the work 
of the Apostles. “The Acts of the Apostles” 
is a handbook on revivals and is a con- 
tinuous record of evangelistic endeavor, but 
it is plainly evident that these efforts were 
not summed up in the call to repentance, 
confession, and acceptance of Christ. There 
was also much teaching, patient training, 
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and painstaking effort to conserve that 
which was begun in the various cities and 
communities where the Apostles labored. 
The lesson is obvious. The reaping of the 
harvest is absolutely necessary, but the 
reaping would be but a waste of time and 
energy if those who follow the reaper should 
fail to put the wheat in shock, garner it, and 
finally carry it through the process that 
transforms the grain into bread. Just so, 
the revival, the harvest of souls, has been 
from the beginning of the Church and is to- 
day indispensable, but the harvest after the 
reaping must be carefully garnered and 
cared for lest the reaping be. worse than 
waste in the eyes of the Lord of the 
Harvest. So it is the purpose of this article 
to suggest some ideas tried and found true 
in the work of conserving the results of the 
spiritual harvest that come by means of the 
revival effort. The suggestions follow in 
the succeeding paragraphs, 

I. Church Membership. Every new con- 
vert should be immediately led inte the 
fellowship of the church. It is a good thing 
to “string your fish” as soon as they are 
caught lest they flounder about and get lost 
in the weeds or finally flop back into the 
water. So it is a good thing, in fact, a very, 
very essential thing, to get the new convert 
at once to become a member of the church. 
There is always more or less of a temptation 
to defer this matter and many will not do it 
at all unless the pastor and his older mem- 
bers help them to see, the real value of it. 
The church should be ever exalted through- 
out the campaign, not as a saving power but 
as God’s organized army on earth and be- 
cause of this it becomes. a positive duty for 
every new convert or new recruit to put on 
the uniform of church membership im- 
mediately after his enlistment if he desires 
to be a real soldier of the cross. He must be 
made to understand that he is subject to the 
call to active, organized service and that he 
must be ready. It is my own plan in my 
revival work to give the Sunday morning 
service over to the pastor whenever prac- 
ticable for the purpose of administering the 
ordinance of baptism and the reception of 
new members, and I am happy to say that it 
has been our experience to see the large. 
majority of the new converts lined up in the 
church before the revival is closed and yet 
in every instance there remains lots to be 
done along this line during the weeks fol- 
lowing the series. 

II. Tramng Classes. One of the most 
valuable things I know of in conserving the 
results of the revival and establishing the 
new converts is the training class. It is 
important at once to begin to lay the foun- 
dation for an intelligent Christian life. Most 
of us are prone to take it for granted that 
the new convert knows how to live the 
Christian life; but the fact is, every one 
needs training and teaching just as the babe 
must be taught to walk and talk, while 
many things, of course, come natural both 
to the babe and to the newborn child in the 
Master’s Kingdom. So lessons in how to 


live the Christian life should certainly be 
given in some sort of a systematic way at 
once after the acceptance of the Savior. 
Those classes can be divided into groups 
according to ages, etc., and be given lessons 
to suit along the line of Christian ethics, the 
meaning of church membership, the value 
of personal devotional life, as well as lessons 
in the fundamentals of the Christian faith. 
More than one church has followed the re- 
vivals I have conducted with this plan and 
has met with great success in every in- 
stance. It is a wise thing always to follow 
the hour of instruction with an hour of 
entertainment and social life. One pastor 
is dramatizing a religious book. Another I 
know of has had his officials provide him 
with a moving picture machine with which 
he gives religious pictures, great lessons in 
the Christian life, also clean pictures, oc- 
casionally of a secular nature. The plan 
is doing much to tie up the new converts 
and to establish and develop the habit of 
keeping close to the church. 

In these training classes, the value of 
Bible study, secret prayer life, attendance 
upon the means of grace, the blessedness of 
personal work, in the development of Chris- 
tian character, can be emphasized more 


A 


WILLIAM E. GLADSTONE ON 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


Gladstone’s rule, even in his older 
years was that of a “twicer,” as he 
termed it, at public worship. Church- 
going, he said, was not a matter of 
fancy for a Christian; it is his duty 
for the work’s sake. No public spir- 
ited disciple had a moral right to be 
absent except for a good cause, he often 
asserted, from public worship. I am 
a regular churchgoer. I should go for 
various reasons if I did not love it, 
but I am fortunate enough to find great 
pleasure in the midst of devout multi- 
tudes, whether I can accept all their 
creeds or not. For I find that there is 
in the corner of my heart a little plant 
called Reverence, which wants to be 
watered about once a week. 


MLD 


effectively perhaps 
method. 

III. Provide Something for Each One lo 
Do. One of the most successful Christian 
workers of this generation insists that his 
success has been due to the advise of an old 
man who urged upon him as a young Chris- 
tian never to let a day pass without speak- 
ing to some one about the soul or doing 
something definite in Christian service. Plan 
something for each one to do, if nothing but 
to pass hymn books in the public service. 
This will test the ingenuity of the pastor 
and his associates in the various depart- 
ments of the church organization, but the 
matter is valuable enough to challenge the 
wisest planning and the most arduous effort. 
The old saying, “The idle brain is the devil’s 
workshop,” must not be given a chance be- 


than by any other 
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cause of the failure of the church to pro- 
vide service to those who have newly come 
into the Christian life. 

IV. Don’t Forget the Social Side. We 
must recognize that the social nature of 
folks is not set aside by the coming of Christ 
into the heart, but instead it is intensified. 
Christ loved social life and multitudes of 
people who have been the very embodiment 
of selfishness before becoming Christians 
have become immediately possessed with the 
desire to have fellowship with other people. 
It is our business to provide the proper fel- 
lowship and social life. Especially do we 
need to think of this for the sake and wel- 
fare of the young people. We must realize 
that our warfare against sin and unright- 
eousness is not only one of an offensive 
nature but a defensive warfare as well. 
Satan’s traps are everywhere and they are 
camouflaged. They are underneath the 
brightest lights and present the most at- 
tractive appearance. We must overcome by 
providing something good. Are we not to 
dispel the darkness by turning on the light, 
to overcome evil by filling the life with 
wholesome things? In the past, the devil 
seems to have been able to baffle us especial- 
ly in regard to our young people. We have 
bemoaned the fact that our young people 
do not care for the Church, and we have for- 
gotten that the play instinct which is God- 
given in every normal life has to be sup- 
plied. So while we have grieved because 
the Church has not held them, the devil has 
wonderfully met the situation by his in- 
genious schemes and under the most at- 
tractive and appealing garb he has been 
dragging our young people into the swirl of 
unhallowed social life and they have fallen 
like bugs under a street lamp. I think it is 
absolutely wrong for the Church to run 
dance halls, provide pool tables and the like, 
for that is swapping territory with the devil. 
But I do contend with all the earnestness 
that I possess that we must awaken to the 
fact that our churches ought and must be 
made more nearly the center of our social 
life. The devil is in his glee when he sees 
a church whose pastor and members are so 
conservative in their ideas and so tied to 
ancient customs as to bar out everything 
of a social nature as sacrilegious. The 
church that is meeting the situation today 
is the church that realizes demands of the 
whole being of an individual and is seeking 
through every legitimate channel an ap- 
proach to the spiritual that the full sym- 
metrical Christian character in the end may 
be realized. 

Norfolk, Va. 


{N. B. These important and timely sug- 
gestions come from one of the prominent pas- 
tor-evangelists of the day, and he is a miniser 
in the Christian Church. Mr. Eastes is not a 
professional evangelist, but a pastor-evangel- 
ist, and as such is commended most heartily 
to any of your pastors and churches desiring 
assistance in special meetings. Bro. Eastes 
is the kind of man that really helps both the 
pastor and the church. His singer, Mr. Bal- 
mond, is a choice spirit and one of the lead- 
ing evangelistic singers of our day. It is 
sincerely hoped that many of our town and 
city churches will make a place in their pro- 
gram for a two or three weeks’ meeting. by 
Rev. Geo. D. Eastes and party.—R. C. H.] 








186 (18) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


At Prayer Time 


Then saith he unto his disciples, The har- 
vest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers 
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he send forth laborers into 
his harvest.—Matt. 9:37, 38; Luke 10: 2. 


o 


“O Thou whose prayers kindle our high- 
est aspirations, unite us in such fellowship 
with thee that thy desires shall pass from 
heart to heart, and fulfil in us all the yearn- 
ings of thy spirit.” 

Christ commissioned his disciples into the 
enterprise of prayer for the world. That 
was much more than merely teaching “how 
to pray.” When he taught how, that was in- 
struction. But it is a call to fellowship and 
co-participation that we note here. 


Hitherto, Jesus was much alone in the 
work of prayer for the needs of his day. 
He had shared the joy of serving; now he 
seeks to share the spiritual essentials that 
give Christian service its experience and 
quality. Even more, he seeks to share the 
primal impulse from which alone can come 
the true motive for Christly ministry. 


Just such a privilege waits anyone who 
will accept the commission that Jesus here 
gave. Great avenues are open today for 
wide influence for one’s life, but these are 
not any greater nor farther reaching than 
those that open in the inner life. 


oO 


There is a place where thou canst touch 
the eyes 
Of blinded men to instant perfect sight; 
There is a place where thou canst say 
“Arise’ ° 
To dying captives bound in chains of 
might; 
There is a place where thou canst reach the 


store 
Of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord; 
There is a place upon some distant shore 
Where canst send the worker or the 
word. 
There is a place where God’s resistless 
power 
Responsive moves to thine insistent plea. 
There is a place—a simple trusting place 
Where God himself descends and fights 
for thee, 
Where is that blessed place? 
ask where? 
O, soul, it is the secret place of prayer. 
—WMissionary Review. 


Dost thou 


oO 


Some think that God will not send work- 
ers unless as we pray for him to send them. 
But that doesn’t seem to put the matter 
clearly. Prayer does have a great deal to 
do. And we may be sure that God is want- 
ing to send the workers, whether we pray 
or not. But workers are won when the al- 
tars of our hearts are burning. It seems 
that God uses the flame from our consecra- 
tion and zeal to set others glowing with a 
desire to serve. Recall for instance that 
Robert Moffatt was reached merely by see- 
ing an announcement of a missionary ser- 
mon to be preached by Rev. William Roby. 
Later, Moffatt’s influence, in turn, brought 
the sense of commission to Livingstone. Then 


news of Livingstone’s faithful work unto 
death, changed Mackay, the civil engineer, 
into a missionary. 

In relative ways there are possibilities of 
influence in our own lives that wait the re- 
lease of our more active spiritual interest. 


oO 


The way is narrow? Ay, but think how 


wide 
The fields it leads to. Wide as hope are 


ey, 
Into a larger life the path will glide, 
What matter then if narrow the way? 
—J. Currier, in The Christian Century. 


ao 


To pray with Christ’s depth and breadth 
of sympathy can be learned in no easier way 
than Christ himself found necessary. We 
must share his sympathetic contact with our 
brother’s need as well as intimate commis- 
sion with our Father. It will take time and 
pain to be human in the deep and broad 
sense in which he became human. Each of 
us must find what it is for himself a moral 
equivalent of the discipline and experience 
which Jesus gained from being made in all 


reoore 
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O still in accents sweet and strong 
Sounds forth the ancient word, 

“More reapers for white harvest fields, 
More laborers for the Lord.” 


We hear the call, in dreams no more 
In selfish ease we lie, 

But, girded for our Father’s work, 
Go forth beneath his sky, 


O thou whose call our hearts has 
stirred, 
To do thy will we come; 
Thrust in our sickles at thy word, 
And bear our harvest home. 
—Rev. Samuel Longfellow. 
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things like his brethren, and from dealing 
with all sorts and conditions of men.—Gil- 
bert A. Beaver. 

o 


This request of Jesus has pertinent sug- 
gestions for our meditation on the needs of 
our present world. 

People whom Jesus saw were “distressed 
and scattered;” or in other words, “mis- 
handled and lying helpless.” 

There were many who even were unpre- 
pared to hear, and who were wholly un- 
trained to follow spiritual guidance. ° 


Christianizing a world must depend on a 
leadership that draws from the resources of 
prayer. Christ did not send his disciples 
out until he had set them praying. Creative 
work must have creative prayer behind it. 


In Christian work, it must always be re- 
alized that anything we do, be it small or 
great, must have the stamp of the Infinite 
upon it. 

Christians must be concerned about the 
supply of men and women that will help 
in the realization of the Christian program 
—in mission fields, in the church at home, in 
offices of state and public trust, and in the 
world of business. 


FEBRUARY 23, 1922 


That the need for Christian workers is 
still insistent, think of this statement by 
Dr. Harper in his recent book: 

“We must, we have seen, immediately 
find more than three thousand new workers 
and within five years ten thousand will be 
needed. The peoples of the non-Christian 
lands are becoming imbued with our west- 
ern civilization, but they will need the ideals 
of the Christian life to sustain them in mak- 
ing it a force for good rather than of des- 
truction of the character they have already 
achieved. * * * The world is not won 
to Christ yet. The task, rather the oppor- 
tunity, is gigantic, but far from hopeless. 
It challenges us now as never before to find 
the essential heart of the Christian program 
and to present it so that its acceptance will 
be ready and inevitable.” 


o 


To share in Christ’s Kingdom, even by 
faithfully praying for its coming, is glory 
indeed for a human soul. But when to aspi- 
ration we are privileged to add an actual 
partnership with the King in bringing in 
the good day of his reign—this is life’s su- 
preme dignity. The King counts on our 
loyalty, on our initiative, on our unselfish 
service to help him cast out evil from the 
race, and spread justice, mercy, peace, and 
brotherliness in all the earth. 

ent need, the holy hymn, 
TAWithe these all time is “alled, 


The altar light is never dim, 
The prayer is never stilled. 


Thy Kingdom come! Thy will be done! 
The watchman keep their tryst: 
Not one, but all hours, thou hast won 


orld to thee, O Christ! 
ener —The Daily Altar. 


o 


O Lord, our Savior, who hast warned us 
that thou wilt require much of those to 
whom much is given; grant that we, whose 
lot thou hast cast in so goodly a heritage, 
may strive together more abundantly by 
prayer, by almsgiving, and by every other 
appointed means, to extend to others what 
we so richly enjoy; and, as we have entered 
into the labors of other men, so to labor 
that in their turn other men may enter into 
ours, to the fulfilling of thy holy will and 
our everlasting salvation. Amen.—Thy 
Kingdom Come. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 


oa 


Since being man, I must creator be, 
Whether of beauty or of forms of sin, 

Give, Lord, thine own creative ecstasy, 
The Man-Christ’s matchless artistry 

within. 
Then shall I live with all my soul unfurled, 
Freed to express thy beauty in my world. 
—The Christian Century. 


oa 


“Thou Life within my life, than self more 
near, 
Thou Veiled Presence infinitely clear; 
From all illusive shows of sense I flee 
To find my center and my rest in thee.” 
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“The Second Chance” 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 5, 1922 
Jonah 3:1-10 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 
Secretary of Sunday-schools 


Golden Text—Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return unto Jehovah, and he 
will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.—Isaiah 55:7. 


~——— February 27—Resisting God’s 
sue. Jonah 2: 1-9. 


T saetinens February 28—Facing the Is- 
. Sue, Jonah 2: 1-9. 


Sradnatiens March 1—Jehovah’s Mercy 
to Nineveh, Jonah 3: 1-10. 


Thursday, March 2—A Greater Than 
Jonah, Matt, 12: 38-45. 


Friday, March 3—Praise to the King. 
Psalm 96: 1-13. 


Saturday, March 4—Jehovah’s Mercy to 
All, Psalm 145: 8-19. 
4 


Sunday, March 5—The Gracious Call. 


HOME DAILY READINGS = 
Isa. 55: 1-9. 
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HE “fish-bone story” is familiar, but 

this is a good place to make it get to 
work again. A man is invited to a fish 
dinner. It is new to him as he comes from 
the back country of red meat. He takes 
a big bite of the fish and finds his mouth 
full of bones and ever afterwards he tells 
of the bones and does not know the luxury 
and delight of a real fish dinner. All he 
knows is that a fish is full of bones. 


And there are a lot of men in the world 
who know nothing about the Bible except 
that it has an unbelievable story about 
Jonah and the whale. They know nothing 
about the good white meat of truth in that 
story. They know nothing about the vision 
of the prophets or the poetry of the Psalms 
or even of the gospel of Jesus Christ—the 
greatest story and song of hope the world 
has even known. They only know that there 
are bones in the fish and things in the Book 
which you cannot understand all at once. 
And so, foolish, lost men that they are, they 
will starve their spiritual life rather than 
separate the bones from the meat, the truth 
from the story, the life-giving food which 
will nourish their souls from the misunder- 
stood and misapplied things which surround 
it. 

And the Boy 


And the boy leaves home and the home 
church and Sunday-school and a father’s 
love and a mother’s prayers and with a New 
Testament marked at Matt. 6: 33, and then 
in some far town some one laughs at the 
Bible and asks him if he believes the story 
of Jonah and the whale, and he gives it all 
up. He goes back on his home and his 
church and his mother’s prayers because 
somebody wants to exhibit skeletons instead 
of the full-robed truth in all its beauty. 


The Gospel of the Second Chance 


The book of Jonah can be read through 
in ten minutes. And I’ll wager that not one 


“Word . +. . came 


man in a thousand (yes I mean one man in 
1,000) who criticizes the story has ever 
taken the ten minutes to read it. They 
have taken the word of some “low down” 
or some comic supplement to a Sunday news- 
paper on what the story is and could not 
tell you the story if you would give them a 
thousand dollars. These are the critics of 
the Bible. What is their opinion worth? 

“He who will not investigate the facts has 
no right to an opinion.” 


The Story 


It is not a story of a whale; it is an in- 
cident in a great story of how God calls 
men and after their refusal or rejection of 
him, he gives them a “second chance.” He 
did that to Jonah after his disobedience and 
his fight against him. He did that with 
Nineveh after its sin and wickedness. 
THE GOSPEL IS NOT IN THE WORDS: 
“GOD HELPS THEM THAT HELP 
THEMSELVES;” BUT THE GOSPEL IS: 
“GOD HELPS THEM THAT CANNOT 
HELP THEMSELVES.” When you get to 
the end of your string—God is there to help 
and to give you a “second chance.” Jonah 
may disobey and Nineveh may sin, but God 
is always ready to forgive and help any 
who turn unto him. 
the second 

time.” Verse 1. 

Jonah was an Israelite and loved his coun- 
try. Nineveh was the capital city of their 
enemies. God said, “Go and save the capi- 
tal city of your enemy.” No wonder Jonah 
didn’t want to go. Suppose that in the last 
great World War that God had told you to 
go to Berlin and preach salvation to the Ger- 
mans including the Kaiser and all his re- 
tinue. Would you have gone willingly? I 
just think that you would have thought that 
a “whale of a job” and God would have had 
to have made it very plain and very forci- 
ble to you before you would have gone. I 
even think that you and I might be per- 
suaded to take a ship to Tarshish or to Tim- 
buctoo or anywhere rather than do that. 

Well then, let’s have a little charity for 
Jonah who lived before Christ ever lived 
and said: “Love your enemies.” 


“So Jonah arose, and went.” Verse 3, 


The only way to get rid of a disagreeable 
duty is to face it and do it, no matter what 
the consequences. 

“Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it,” 
said the mother of Jesus to the hesitating 
disciples and servants in the household at 
Cana. That’s the only safe way. 


“Nineveh shall be overthrown.” Verse 4. 
Jonah did not know his message until he 
arrived (Verse 2) but he was, no doubt, 
happy in having such a message to preach. 
He wanted Nineveh overthrown. It was a 


menace to his country and se he went forth 
with zeal to preach the message of the Lord. 
“The people of Nineveh believed God.” 


“Proclaimed a fast.” 
“Put on sackcloth.” Verse 5. 


The message of the prophet had a very 
unexpected response. The prophet himself 
did not expect such a response and it 
“peeved” him when he saw it (Chapter 4: 
1). He was willing to preach destruction 
and damnation to Nineveh, but he was not 
willing to see them saved and forgiven. Some 
preachers seem to take a greater delight 
in preaching hell fire and punishment than 
to preach the love and mercy of God. One 
such man told me awhile ago that to him it 
was, “Woe is me if I preach not the gospel,” 
and the poor fellow thought that hell fire 
was the gospel. No, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is salvation from all such things and 
joy and peace in him. God bless you, my 
brother, preach the gospel, but remember 
that the “good news” brought by the angels 
and by Bethlehem’s Babe and heaven’s King 
was not a gospel of destruction and fire and 
brimstone, but a gospel that saves men from 
such things. You will have to tell of the 
danger and the terror of this hell and hor- 
ror, but only that you may show the way 
of escape. 

“Preach the truth—in love” and thank 
God when sinners and cities like Nineveh 
are saved. Don’t use hell fire to drive men 
away from God. “But it displeased Jonah 
exceedingly and he was very angry” because 
God was not going to-punish Nineveh. 


“And God saw their works.” 
“And he did it not.” Verse 10. 


Yes, God saw their “works.” Not just 
their faith in the message of the prophets, 
but also that they proved their faith by their 
works. Faith is fine and fundamental, but 
faith fizzles without works. Faith first. 
Works second. Works fail as miserably 
without faith. Faith is the foundation. 
Works is the building. 

I know of an old foundation on a promi- 
nent corner which has stood there for years 
without superstructure. It is a gazingstock 
to all that pass by. So is faith if it does 
not go.on to build on the foundation laid. 

I know of a lot of buildings built during 
the war in an army cantonment and I saw 
them three years after they were built and 
they are all tumbling down. That is works 
without the foundation. We must have 
faith (foundations) and works (buildings). 

“Faith must have its fruitage if it is 
worth having.” 


“God repented of the evil which he said he 
would do unto them.” Verse 10. 


Can God repent? Yes. Can we change 
what God means to do? Yes. God is not 
unchangeable. He will not always chide 
neither will he hold his anger forever. 


But God’s attitude toward you and me and 
Jonah and Nineveh is that he wants to help 
us. But we make it impossible. Our atti- 
tude may be such that “he could not do 
many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief.” But our unbelief (or Nineveh’s) 
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changes to belief and then God can do 
mighty works because we are open to them. 
God can do anything he wills to do. But 
he has willed. not to force his goodness and 
mercy on unwilling, wicked men. When the 
unwillingness departs and the soul looks and 
cries to God, then the way is open to him 
to do as he wills and he always wills to 
help where before he could not. 

Thank God that “prayer changes things.” 
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Thank God for the “Gospel of the Second 
Chance” for you and me and Jonah and 
Nineveh and every living soul. If it had 
not been for this gospel, we would end the 
lesson with Jonah dead in the fish’s belly, 
Nineveh in ashes, our future as black as 
night. 

“He that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out.” 

Erie, Pa. 


Better Home Life 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR MARCH 5, 1922 
2 Sam. 6: 1-12 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Secretary of Christian Endeavor 


Program Pointers 

Secure the loan of a phonograph and if possible a 
record of “Home Sweet Home.” Have the phono- 
graph hidden, if possible, and at a pre-arranged sig- 
nal from the leader have the operator start the ma- 
chine. Other gospel hymn records that would be ap- 
propriate might be interspersed through the meet- 
ing. Decorate your room with rugs, a large center- 
table with flowers on it, chairs arranged in as 
“homey” a way as possible. If you can secure the 
loan of the picture, “Breaking the Home Ties,” give 
it a prominent place on the wall or an easel. 

Give the following topics to different members some- 
time before the meeting and ask them to give brief 
talks on them: What parts should the parlor play in 
the home? In what way could the library be made 
to contribute to better homes? If we are to have 

r homes, what must our libraries contribute? 
What can music do to make better homes? 
Thoughts on the Theme 
ERSE 2. One of the ominous signs of the 
times in which we are living is the fact 
that the ark of God, the family altar, has 
gone from hundreds of our homes—crowded 
out by business, social engagements, indif- 
ference, pleasure. If the present and com- 
ing generations are to have their full her- 
itage of moral and spiritual wealth, it must 
be brought back. 

V. 3. “Upon a new cart.” It may take 
new methods, in the changed times in which 
we live, in order to bring back the family 
altar; but brought back it must be. There 
is surely some time during the day when 
the family is practically all together. It 
may be at breakfast, or dinner, or supper, 
or at bedtime; whenever this time occurs 
have some form of family worship. 

V. 5. The bringing back the family altar 
would bring cheerfulness and happiness 
where now there is bickering and ill feeling. 
Gentleness would take the place of harsh- 
ness and unselfishness the place of selfish- 
ness. 

Vs. 6-10. Satan will always find some 
hindrance to put in the way of restoring the 
family altar, but if we trust in our loving 
heavenly Father and follow his leading we 
will be able to give it its rightful place 
in the home life. 

V. 11. There is a peculiar blessing from 
God which rests upon the home where the 
family altar is sustained, where God’s Word 
is honored, and his name glorified. The 
only thing that keeps the family altar out 
of Christian homes, at least out of nine- 
tenths of them, is lack of appreciation of 
its real value and a real desire to have it 
there. If every member of the family knew 
that there was to be given to each of them 
a five-dollar gold piece each morning that 


they attended family worship, there would 
be few families where there would not be 
family worship and there would be few of 
the members of the families missing. And 
yet the inspiration received, the lessons 
learned, the strength imparted through such 
worship may be of far greater value than 
any material gift could possibly be. 

V. 12. David received a new appreciation 
of the value of the presence of the ark of 
God in the home and he went and brought 
it up to his home. We may have the very 
presence of God which the ark typified in 
every home, if we will; so that every home 
may be blessed. 


By Way of Illustration 


It is just as easy to keep a calm house 
as a clean house, a cheerful house, an or- 
derly house, as a furnished house, if the 
heads set themselves to do so. Where is 
the difficulty of consulting each other’s 
weakness, as well as each other’s wants; 
each other’s tempers, as well as each other’s 
health; each other’s comfort, as well as each 
other’s character? Oh! it is by leaving the 
peace at home to chance, instead of pursu- 
ing it by system, that so many homes are 
unhappy.—Phillip. 

Almost anyone can be courteous and for- 
bearing and patient in a neighbor’s house. 
If anything go wrong, or be out of time, 
or disagreeable there, it is made the best 
of, not the worst; even efforts are made to 
excuse it, and to show that it is not felt; 
or, if felt, it is attributed to accident, not 
design; and this is not only easy, but natur- 
al, in the house of a friend. I will not, 
therefore, believe that what is so natural 
in the house of another is impossible at 
home; but maintain, without fear, that all 
the courtesies of social life may be upheld 
in domestic societies.—I bid. 

A cottage will not hold the bulky furni- 
ture and sumptuous accommodations of a 
mansion; but if God be there, a cottage will 
hold as much happiness as might stock a 
palace.—Dr. J. Hamilton. 

A late writer says, “I am one of those 
whose lot in life has been to go out into 
an unfriendly world at an early age; and 
of nearly twenty families in which I made 
my home in the course of about nine years; 
there were only three that could be desig- 
nated as happy families. The source of the 
trouble was not so much lack of love, as the 
lack of care to manifest it.” 

It is in the discharge of the quiet duties of 
the family, in the unostentatious charities, 
and the unromantic heroisms of the home, 
in the trifling services rendered almost 
without thought and _ received almost 
without recognition, that most of us have to 
do the will of God.—R. W. Dale. 


FEBRUARY 23, 1922 


The Heart of Home 


Oh, Home is a wonderful thing! 
In all the world so wide 
There’s never a place 
With half the grace ? 
Of the spot where our own abide! 
And always we see it clear, 
Wherever we may roam, 
For Home is the Heart 
Of the world’s great mart— 
And love is the Heart of Home! 


Oh, hard may the struggle be, 
Against the wind and tide; 
The waves may dash, 
And the thunders crash, J 
As the world’s rough sea we ride: 
But ever we gain toward shore 
Where a light shines over the foam, 
And Love’s own strength 
Shall win at length, 
For love is the Heart of Home! 
—Minnie Leona Upton. 


Have you ever placed a single drop of ink 
in a glass of clear water? Then you know 
how that one drop pollutes the whole glass- 
ful. Have you ever seen how one angry 
word spoken in the home at the beginning 
of the day can poison and ruin the peace 
of the family for that whole day.—Henry 
Park Schauffler. che ; s : 

As long as our Christian life consists sim- 
ply in outward appearances, our homes will 
see our worst side; when our lives are an 
expression of the indwelling Christ, our 
homes will see our best side.—Laura Moore. 


Not one of us can determine into what 
home he shall be born. There are two de- 
terminations we can make, however. 1. We 
can determine how we shall conduct our- 
selves in the home. By being loving and 
loyal, forgiving and thoughtful, unselfish 
and helpful, we can have much to do with 
making it an ideal home. 2. And we can 
also determine what kind of a home we our- 
selves shall establish in later years. We can 
cultivate ideals about that home, and when 
it comes to the choosing of a life companion 
we can seek for one who is worthy of those 
ideals, and who will help to make it a Chris- 
tian home.—Jason Noble Pierce. 


It is possible to have a lovely home even 
in an unlovely house. To Adam Paradise 
was home: to the good among his descend- 
ants home is Paradise.—Hare. 


Houses and Homes 
(For Reading or Recitation) 
The walls of a house may be builded of wood, 
Its foundations, of brick or of stone; 
But a genuine home is an exquisite thing, 
For it’s builded of heart throbs alone. 


The price of a house may be reckoned at once 
And paid with a handful of gold; 

But the price of a home very few can compute, 
And that price they have never yet told. 


The rooms of a house may be stately and grand, 
Their adornment, a triumph cf art; 

But the beauty of home is the final resu't 
Of the toil of an unselfish heart. 


A houre- may be burned, may be sold or exchanged, 
Nor the loss of one’s peace interfere ; 

But the loss of a home—how it crushes the heart! 
For our homes we all love and revere. 


Of houses a man may possess many scores 
Yet his property lead to despair ; . 
But an honorable man in a home of his own, 
Must be counted a true millionaire. : 2 
—James H. Skilcs, in Congregationalist. 


For Discussion 


How may games and recreation contribute to better 
homes ? sal 

What influence does regular attendance on divine 
worship exert on building better homes? 

How may members in the home co-operate to make 
a better home life? 

Name some ways in which religious elements may 
be introduced into the home life? 

What is the father’s part in creating better home 
ife? 


What is the mother’s part in creating better home 
life? 

Whet is the boy’s part in building up better home 
life? ; 

What is the girl’s part in making home life better? 

How will Christ enthroned in the home create better 
home life? 


1023 Garfield Ave., 
Springfield, Ohio. 
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From the Field 


DELAWARE 


Dover, February 8—One of the great so- 
cial events of the year took place at Peo- 
ples Church Tuesday night, February 7, it 
being the occasion of the eleventh annual 
banquet of St. Paul’s Brotherhood of Peo- 
ples Church. The older members of the or- 
ganization declare that it was by far the 
largest banquet ever held by the brother- 
hood. And it would be difficult for any or- 
ganization to surpass the elaborate menu 
that it provided. Covers were laid for one 
hundred and ninety-five. Mr. E. E. Benson 
led in the singing of familiar songs between 
the different numbers of the program. Spe- 
cial music was arranged, consisting of quar- 
tet and solo selections, while an orchestra 
furnished music throughout the serving of 
the banquet in a most pleasing way. All 
deeply regretted the fact that the president 
of the organization, Mr. John S. Collins, 
could not be present on account of sickness 
in his home. The vice-president, Mr. John 
B. Hutton, presided. The Rotary Club of 
Dover was present in a body as the guests 
of the official board of the church, and the 
editors of the local papers were the guests 
of the brotherhood. Amoug the speakers 
on the program were Judge H. C. Conrad, 
one of Delaware’s distinguished citizens, 
Prof. H. V. Holloway, State Superintendent 
of Education; Hon. Josiah O. Wolcott, 
Chancellor of Delaware; Hon. W. W. Mil- 
lan, a prominent attorney of Washington; 
Hon. John B. Hutton; and the pastor, Rev. 
R. C. Helfenstein. 


ILLINOIS 


Mason, February 15—My work is moving 
along nicely. Had an unusual interest at 
Pleasant Union. Some disturbing elements 
in the community drove the loyal members 
closer to the. church and to their duty. We 
are holding special services with the Wa- 
bash Church. Rev. Cecil Leek is doing splen- 
did work. The church has called him for 
pastor. We have two conversions and the 
church much revived. Some serious sickness 
at the Poplar Church. Christian Chapel has 
its house paid for and the work is promising. 
We hold at Texas City next. Brother 
Baughman’s father is quite poorly.—A. H. 
BENNETT. 


Atwood, February 9—Just closed a most 
delightful and helpful meeting of two weeks 
at Trimble, Ill. The congregations were 
large from the first meeting to the close. 
There was complete co-operation on the part 
of the people, and a deepening of the spirit- 
ual life of the church was the result. There 
were four conversions and additions, and 
many brought back into a closer fellowship 
with the Savior. Trimble is a churchgoing 
and a church-loving community. Almost 
everybody is a member of the church. The 
pastor did the preaching and the people, 
led by Brother John Simpsrote, did the 
singing. We extend our sincere thanks to 
the Farm Bureau Quartet for two fine se- 
lections on the closing night of the meet- 
ings. The church here at Atwood, under 
the supervision of the Christian education 
member, has organized a fine training class, 
which is doing good work. “Information, 
Inspiration, and Consecration,” constitute 
our motto for this charge—G. W. SHEP- 
HERD, Pastor. 


INDIANA 


Wakarusa, February 10—We have just 
closed a series of revival meetings with the 
North Webster Christian Church, in which 
the church was revived and many are de- 
termined to live closer to their Master. 
Seven accepted Christ as their Savior. There 
were nine additions, with others to follow. 


Many came to the services, who were not 
in the habit of coming. The weather was 
cold and at times unpleasant, but the meet- 
ings were full of interest and power. Dur- 
ing these meetings we made a survey of 
the entire community which proved very 
satisfactory. We had no outside help, the 
writer doing his own preaching. Pray for 
us that the work at this place may be built 
up.—J. M. HARTMAN, Pastor. 


Lafayette, February 10—On last Sunday 
evening we closed a very successful meet- 
ing with the U. B. Church at Stone Bluff, 
Fountain County, Ind. We held the meet- 
ing for Chas. W. Leader, student-pastor at- 
tending Central Indiana College. Brother 
Leader, who was with us on Sunday, Janu- 
ary 29, is a fine specimen of young man- 
hood, devoted to his work. The meeting 
resulted in a splendid revival in the church 
with ten conversions and additions to the 
membership. This is my third successful 
revival meeting with the U. B’s. this win- 
ter. Our work at Hedrick is doing nicely. 
We are getting ready for our Foreign Mis- 
sion Offering there in March. We shall use 
the literature and distribute envelopes the 
fourth Sunday in February.—DeK. Jupy, 
Pastor-evangelist. 


Muncie—We began a revival meeting at 
the Clear Creek Church January 3 which 
was a great success. There were twelve 
who united with the church, and eighteen 
conversions and renewals. We had an old- 
time altar service and God wonderfully 
blessed us. Bro. Lester Howell assisted in 
the meeting, doing part of the preaching, 
and his sermons came with power. If any 
church is needing a pastor to assist in re- 
vival work you will make no mistake in 
securing Bro. Howell. Since the first of 
September there have been sixteen prayer 
covenants and six tithing cards signed. I 
have made sixty-six visits in forty-nine 
homes. The church is going to organize a 
Christian Endeavor society and we are ex- 
pecting soon to put on the Forward Move- 
ment group plan. May we all be used as 
clay in the potter’s hands that God’s King- 
dom may be built up. Brethren, pray for 
us.—PETER WASSON, Pastor. 


Defiance, Ohio, February 10—We began 
revival services at the Broadway Christian 
Church Sunday, December 18, 1921. On 
Christmas Day we had a large attendance 
and the attendance was very good from then 
on. Rev. P. V. Harris did most of the 
preaching and the pastor led the singing. 
This is the second time the Broadway peo- 
ple have had Bro. Harris in their special 
meetings. He is certainly adapted to evan- 
gelistic work of the constructive type. He 
knows the church problems and his mes- 
sages, which are clear and to the point, 
are given in an earnest spirit that brings 
good results. We had six to unite with the 
church and several to pledge themselves to 
a more definite Christian work. I feel quite 
sure that the work at Broadway is going 
to succeed. The people are interested and 
moving on to a more efficient church life. 
At the close of the meeting, New Year’s 
night, five boys came in, their arms filled 
with good things for the pastor to eat. These 
were piled on the pulpit and although it 
did look a bit odd for the pulpit, neither 
Bro. Harris nor the pastor thought it was 
at all “sacrilegious.” We all received a 
great blessing from the special services and 
we are going forward together in the Mas- 
ter’s name.—J. C. BARRETT, Pastor. 


South Whitley, February 9—We recently 
closed five weeks’ labor in evangelistic serv- 
ices away from home. Two weeks were 
spent at Broadway, and three at Linn Grove. 


We were very much pleased with the situa- 
tion as we found it at Broadway. We as- 
sisted Bro. Fisher in a meeting there two 
years ago. The first year following the 
revival they were unable to secure a pas- 
tor but fortunately for them they called 
Bro. J. C. Barrett, a student of Defiance 
College, to become their pastor in last Sep- 
tember. It was indeed a pleasure to us 
to find, in so short a time as four months, 
that Bro. Barrett, although a non-resident 
pastor, has been able to do so much in the 
way of leadership in the church. Such in- 
terior improvements had been made in the 
church that it did not seem like the same 
building. Some of God’s best people are 
at Broadway and we believe they are de- 
termined to support the church so loyally 
that it will from henceforth function in 
world-wide evangelism. On the last night 
of the meeting the good people of the 
church remembered both pastor and helper 
with a free-will offering, the pastor’s being 
in the form of an old-fashioned pounding, 
the other a cash offering. If the amount 
contributed is a true token of the apprecia- 
tion of the work done by the pastor then 
we can expect great things from them. 
Three weeks were spent in assisting Rev. 
Bert Page in a revival at Linn Grove. Bro. 
Bert, a son of the well-known R. W. Page, 
is in his first pastorate at Linn Grove. It 
was a pleasure to work with him as we 
found him so humble in spirit and so de- 
pendent upon the heavenly Father. The 
wonderful meeting which we had was of 
itself a testimony to the work which has 
been done at Linn Grove. While it seemed 
to be a very hard battle, victory came dur- 
ing the last few nights of the meeting. One 
of the most blessed nights I have ever ex- 
perienced in my ministry was the last night 
of the meeting, when there were twenty con- 
versions.—P. V. HaArRRIs. 


MISSOURI 


Albany, February 11—The Oak Hill 
Christian Church, Gravity, Iowa, is steadily 
making headway. The Sunday-school, un- 
der the leadership of Mr. Fred Goudie, is 
maintaining a high standard. The encour- 
aging thing about it is that the attendance 
is nearly as good on the Sundays when 
there is no preaching as on preaching days. 
The Christian Endeavor is not large, but 
it is not without its influence for righteous- 
ness. Our Forward Movement committee 
is organized and we feel sure the effective- 
ness of such a plan will be felt. Such a 
work cannot be completed in a day. Rev. 
Orland C. Huff, pastor at Fairview, recent- 
ly conducted a two weeks’ meeting for us. 
I was unable to be present much of the 
time on account of my school work, but 
Brother Huff easily adapted himself to the 
situation and had a good meeting. Brother 
Huff brought strong gospel messages which 
reached the heart. here were nine con- 
versions and ten additions to the church. 
These make eleven new members for the 
present year. Our purpose is to serve the 
community better and lead others to Christ 
and the Church.—ALFRED W. Hurst, Pastor. 


Notes From the New York Central 
Conference 


A number of the churches of this confer- 
ence are without resident pastors and some 
without any pastoral care. The prospects 
are that in the spring other of the churches 
will be pastorless also. Yet the work is not 
at a standstill in these fields, although some- 
what suffering because of the lack of pas- 
toral care. 


Being asked by the conference to assume 


something of an oversight of conference in- 
terests, the writer has had the privilege of 
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becoming acquainted with some of the work- 
ers as well as conditions. 

The church at East Hounsfield, in Jeffer- 
son County, is located in a beautiful coun- 
try, almost a suburb of the city of Water- 
town, and has a fine history of Christian 
service. Mrs. MacCalman, as Secretary of 
Missions, and the writer, visited this field 
in the early part of the winter. There is 
a loyal band of workers there; and in the 
absence of a pastor, they are active in keep- 
ing the altar fires burning. One service was 
given over to the consideration of missions, 
under the direction of Mrs. MacCalman; 
and the fruits of this will appear in larger 
activities for this phase of work. The For- 
ward Movement phases were presented and 
plans made for the appointment of the re- 
spective leaders in this. Since this meeting, 
word has come that these leaders have been 
appointed and literature distributed with 
proper instructions as to the work. 

There is a “Community House” in the 
place, which, though not under the control 
of the church, is available for the church in 


its work; and the church people are the act- - 


ive officials of the community house. The 
church is very desirous for the settlement 
of a pastor and there is a large opportunity 
for the expression of the faith as we have 
it. Much of the activity and efficiency of 
the church is due to Miss Flora Cleveland, 
the church clerk, whose fidelity and loyalty is 
an abiding inspiration to all who know her. 

The church at Trumbles Corners, Tomp- 
kins County, under the leadership of Rev. 
Mr. Chrisjohn, is also keeping the altar fires 
burning and bearing its testimony for the 
faith. Although Bro. Chrisjohn is not able 
to render much in the way of pastoral care, 
residing in an adjoining community, yet he 
preaches regularly Sunday mornings and 
has a definite concern for the spiritual wel- 
fare of the church and community. Recent- 
ly some special services were conducted in 
which the M. E. Church of the place and the 
Christian Church united, the pastors co-op- 
erating. Some confessions were the result 
and meant the quickening of interest. By re- 
quest the writer spent a few days with the 
church, conducting some meetings and coun- 
seling the brethren. At the morning serv- 
ice on Sunday, January 29, the communion 
service was held, baptism administered, 
seven persons were given the hand of fellow- 
ship on behalf of the church and two women 
were set apart as deacons. The service was 
a spiritual uplift and the people seemed 
greatly encouraged and hopeful for the fu- 
ture. Regular prayer meetings were an- 
nounced and a general desire expressed for 
a resident pastor—in which Bro. Chrisjohn 
earnestly concurred. There is a good field 
for work here, as in an adjoining commun- 
ity, Enfield, there is a Christian Church in 
which no services are held and might become 
a center for good work. The problem of the 
overchurched community is faced in that lo- 
eality and challenges the consideration of 
Christian people as to what should be done. 

Here again it was a delight to meet the 
. people of fine devotion and Christian con- 
secration. As a tonic for pessimism, we 
suggest to those who may be afflicted, to 
visit these rural communities and come in 
contact with the faithful men and women 
who are so untiring and zealous in their de- 
votion to the church in the name of, and love 
for, the Christ of God. One of those re- 
ceived into the church at Trumbles Corners 
was the son of the pastor, Mr. Chrisjohn. 
The secretary was entertained at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Boice and the hos- 
pitality was beautiful. The cordiality of all 
was inspiring. It was zero weather but the 


attendance was good and the wish was ex- 
pressed that the meetings could be continued. 

The people appreciate much the work of 
the pastor, Bro. Chrisjohn, who at an in- 
convenience to himself makes it possible for 
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the church to hold regular services and ex- 
press its life. The sisters appointed as dea- 
cons were Mrs. Tabor and Mrs. Boice. 

At Rock Stream, Yates County, the 
church is in federated relationship with the 
Presbyterian Church of the place. This has 
existed for some time, but the Christian 
Church does not. feel quite ready yet to 
merge its denominational life entirely. It 
has a good building and is glad to co-oper- 
ate in fellowship until an arrangement can 
be made that will be satisfactory to all con- 
cerned. 

A meeting was held on January 7 for the 
purpose of electing officials, and the writer 
was privileged to extend the hand of fel- 
lowship on behalf of the church to three per- 


sons. 

The church building has been renovated; 
and though the membership is not large, 
there is a good spirit prevailing, and an 
earnest desire to see that the Kingdom of 
God becomes increasingly real and evident. 
The church suffers in the loss of Mr. Warner 
Hetfield, who died some weeks ago and who 
was a tower of strength in the Rock Stream 
Church and community. For many years he 
was a trustee of Starkey Seminary-Palmer 
Institute. 

On Sunday, January 22, at the Lakemont 
Church, Bros. Leroy Searles, John Smith, 
and Harry Boag were ordained as deacons. 
These brethren had been elected at the an- 
nual meeting recently held, at which time 
the other officers of the church were elected. 
In the service of ordination, the pastor was 
assisted by Rev. S. Brate and Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell. At the annual meeting a good 
spirit prevailed, dinner was served to a large 
company, and business was dispatched with 
promptness. Bros. Hiram Elliott and John 
Humphreys were re-elected trustees and 
Hiram Eliott again appointed Sunday- 
school superintendent. On Sunday, Janu- 
ary 29, in the absence of the pastor, Dr. 
Summerbell occupied the pulpit, giving one 
of his inspiring and informing messages. 


G. A. CONIBEAR. 
Lakemont, N. Y. 


Miami Conference Institutes 


Three one-day Schools of Methods were 
held February 1, 2, and 3 in the Miami Ohio 
Conference under the leadership of the Sec- 
retary of Sunday-schools for that confer- 
ence, Rev. D. G. Pleasant. 

The following program was presented on 
the three successive days at Greenville, 
Troy, and Dayton: 

MORNING 

9:30 “Effective Bible Teaching.’’ 
Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein, D. D., 
Editor Sunday-school Literature. 

Reason for this Institute. 
Rev. D. G. Pleasant, Secretary of 
Sunday-schools for Miami Conference. 

Training: What and Why. 
Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Field Secretary of 
Sunday-schools of A. C. C. 


Recess. 
Departmental Conferences. 
Children’s Division ..... Mrs. Bullock, Leader 
Adult Division ......... Mr. Pleasant, Leader 
Dinner and Fellowship. 
AFTERNOON 
A Demonstration of a 
Vv. 


10:00 
10:20 


11:00 
11:10 


12:00 
1:30 Service. 
D. G. Pleasant 
:00 Our Standards: What and Why. 
: Mrs. Bullock 
:50 Recess. Division into Conferences. 


:00 Conferences. 
Young People .......... Mrs. Bullock, Leader 
Administration r. Pleasant, Leader 
:00 — and Story-telling. School children in- 
vited. 


:45 ~Recess. 


NIGHT 
:30 Devotional Service ....... The Church Pastor 
:00 Missionaries in the Making. 
Rev. O. S. Thomas, D. D., 
Home Mission Secretary. 
After the Sunday-school— What? 
Mrs. F. E. Bullock 


Twenty-nine of the fifty-one schools of the 
conference were represented in these insti- 
tutes and many of the rs and lay work- 
ers present expre themselves as de- 
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lighted with the type of work done, and 
anxious that this form of work be carried 
out, and, if possible, that it be enlarged for 
another year. Much credit is due to Rev. 
D. G. Pleasant for the splendid and efficient 
manner in which these institutes were 
planned and carried through. 
Mrs. F. E. BULLOCK, 

Sunday-school Field Secretary. 


The World’s Longest Bridge 


GAN FRANCISCO and the cities across 

the bay to the eastward of its busy 
water front are jubilant over the fact that 
the federal authorities have practically ap- 
proved the plans for a 5.8-mile viaduct con- 
necting these closely related cities. The via- 
duct will be partly tunnel, partly bridge, 
and partly solid fill. It will be tremendous- 
ly expensive, costing not less than $100,000,- 
000, but it will provide for railway and 
highway traffic, like the great road which 
it is in effect, and will allow access to San 
Francisco from the mainland without de- 
pendence on the relatively slow and expen- 
sive ferry service. A toll of five cents for 
a person and fifty cents for a vehicle can be 
charged for use of the viaduct, while never- 
theless effecting a great saving over the 
ferry charges. Altogether the new route 
will meet a long-felt need, and open new 
possibilities for more intimate and more 
satisfactory intercourse among the cities 
bordering San Francisco Bay, while pre- 
serving in the bay itself all necessary free- 
dom for the movements of vessels and the 
advantageous development of the various 
urban water fronts. Its approval by all 


“the numerous governments that are con- 


cerned in the project is nothing less than 
a triumph for co-operative community af- 
fort. Not even the actual building of the 
viaduct is likely to show anything finer than 
the way in which all these California cities 
have worked together to shape this benefi- 
cent project.—The Christian Science Moni- 


tor. 
The Refugee 


.HE sat crouched on the ground in the 
refugee camp at Malatia in the year of 
our Lord nineteen twenty, one of that great 
huddled mass of misery. Around her wom- 
en moaned or whispered to each other their 
stories as if the horror and shame of it 
all might not be spoken aloud. The loose 
ragged garment drawn closely around her 
showed the youthful lines of the body, but 
the face was lined and old with suffering. 
It was the eyes of the Armenian girl that 
held one; great black depths that had in 
them not only pain but wonder and joy 
such as the eyes of Mary must have held 
as she looked upon her Christ. 

Near her a baby wailed and the girl 
reached over and gathered it into her arms, 
wincing with evident pain as her cloak drew 
across her back. 

“Whose child it is?” she asked of the 
woman beside her. “I know not. I took 
it crying from the breast of its mother dead 
by the road just this side of the spring.” 

“It will die soon, I think,” the girl said 
quietly as the crying ceased. 
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“It will be gathered to the breast of God,” 
the woman answered wearily. “There are 
thousands like this one. Can a mother live 
without food and still have milk for her 
child? Rest against me as you hold the 
little one,” she added gently. 

The girl shook her head. “I cannot lean 
—yet,” she whispered. 

“Were you beaten?” questioned the older 
woman. 

Again came the slow shake of the head 
and the look of awe in the girl’s eyes. 

“No,” she said softly. “It was given to 
me to understand the suffering of Christ.” 

The American nurse coming upon the 
group a few hours later lifted the little 
cold body from the arms of the refugee. 

“Yours?” she asked. 

No, but I held it as it died.” As the 
girl’s face lifted and the relief worker saw 
the eyes she exclaimed aloud: 

“But you are in pain—your sufferings 
must have been—” 

“No,” the Armenian girl interrupted 
softly. “Only it was given to me to know 
the Cross with Christ.” 

“She is quite mad,” muttered the older 
woman as she listened. 

“What do you mean?” asked the Ameri- 
can with a quick glance at the hands and 
the bare feet of the girl. She had looked 
upon unbelievable things before. 

Again came the patient explanation and 
the mingled look of joy and wonder in the 
eyes—“It has been given to me to know the 
Cross with Christ.” 

Taking her hand the nurse lifted her to 
her feet, searching her clear dark eyes. 
There was no madness there, only a ques- 
tioning wonder. 

“Calvary, Christ, and the Cross,” the girl 
slowly repeated. “You shall see.” 

Turning, she slipped back the one loose 
garment she wore and there, branded deep 
into the flesh of the back, was a perfect 
cross. 

“Tell me about it,” the American said, as 
she drew the covering carefully back into 
place. 

“There is nothing to tell—only—not all 
at once was my cross given me. Each day 
for one week the Moslems of my village said 
to me, ‘Mohammed or Christ?’ and I had 
but one answer—‘Christ’ and each day there 
was added a piece to my cross. 

“The last day they said to me, ‘Moham- 
med, and you live—Christ, and tomorrow 
you die,’ and I said, ‘I shall have died know- 


ing the Cross with Christ.’ That night some 
of us escaped for we had heard that Ameri- 
cans were near and there was hope for us. 
So great a thing is not given to many,” she 
added simply. 

“What is this case?” asked the relief doc- 
tor as the nurse brought the refugee in. 
And the American woman explained it—her 
eyes reflecting the wonder of the sacrifice 
that shone in the eyes of the Armenian girl. 

“It was given to her to know the Cross 
with Christ.”—Jeanette Emrich, of the 
Near East Relief Staff, Constantinople, in 
The Christian Work. 


All-Round Vs. Square Men 


HERE is a great clamor in many quar- 
ters for “all-round” men. But this age 
does not so much need all-round men as it 
does need square men—men who, squarely 
seeing their duty, do it with simple fidelity 


‘and fearlessness. A dabbler at forty things 


will gain quicker recognition than a doer 
of one thing, but the doer will be remem- 
bered when the dabbler has been forgotten 
for forty years. This is the age of the 
trained man. The trained eye, the trained 
hand, and the trained head will succeed 
longer than the deft hand, the quick eye, 
and the big head. 

There are no self-made men unless they 
are very poorly made, for the material out 
of which such so-called men fashion them- 
selves is the experience, the wisdom, the 
knowledge, the success, the failure of other 
men. Every man is the product of every 
other man whom he has ever met—and of 
a great many men whom he has never met. 
We are not a mob; we are a brotherhood. 
Loneliness is abnormality. It is better to 
be an unknown dweller in Jerusalem living 
for others than to be even a John the Bap- 
tist living alone in a desert. It is the duty 
of every man who has found himself imme- 
diately to lose himself in love’s sweet labor 
for other people. And he will do so if he 
takes as the motto and maxim of his life 
this well-known truth: “Self-knowledge, 
self-reverence, _self-control—these three 
alone lead life to sovereign power.”—John 
Snape, in The Baptist. 


Deaths 


Phoebe Maria (Bryant) Taylor was born in Taun- 
ton, Massachusetts, September 29, 1840, and died 
February 7, 1922, in her eighty-second year. Yield- 
ing her heart to her Savior in childhood, she early 





united with the church and lived a most h 
eventful, and useful life. She was married oie 
sepn S. Taylor, the son of one of our pioneer preach- 
ers, and with him immediately removed to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, and twenty years later to Denver, Colo- 
rado, when these were frontier settlements. Sister 
Taylor was a charter member of one of the first 
churches organized in Cheyenne. Later, they re- 
turned to the _East and settled in Assonet, Mass., 
where they united with the First Christian Church. 
Their hospitable home has long been a retreat for 
all the ministers coming to town and they have been 
like a father and mother to such in loving counsel 
and helpfulness. Sister Taylor lived to teach in the 
primary class of the Sunday-school the children and 
even the grandchildren of some of her first pupils. 
as it is fifty-one years since she first began. After 
a long life of useful service here one of God’s own 
saints has gone home to rest with him. 
DonaALD P. HuRLBuRT. 








. 
Official Information 
MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


J. R. Cortner, Farmland, Ind. 

Ada Alderman, R. R. 1, Ballston Spa, N. Y. 

Hazel Lindley, Merom, Ind. more 

J. L. Beebe, 2430 Franklin St., Omaha, Nebr. 
Arthur T. Langley, 1807 Mt. Vernon St., Philadelphia, 


Pa. 
Askan Stueler, Lamar, India 
C. A. McDaniel, Finesville, Nei. 
M. E. Willard, 6 W. Townsend, Danville, Ill. 





PASTOR WANTED 


The First Christian Church of Otego, N. Y., will 
be in * need of a pastor April 1. For further par- 
ticulars, write to CHARLES E. LeRoy. 

Otego, New York, R. R. 1. 





CHURCH WANTED 


I am ready to serve any church for half time that 
is in need of a pastor and i 
fie snendien, wants to be built up on 
DeK. Jupy, Pastor- ist. 
Lafayette, Ind. ee ee 





Birthday or Collection Banks 


-—— 





Aluminum plates 

| : No. 2 
nickelled balls and adele BANK 
glass globe. Price With lock and 


$2.00, postpaid. key. Price, 90c, 
postpaid. 


No. 5. Our 
Steel Lock 
Bank can be 
used for any 
purpose desir- 
ed. The front 
is so arranged 
that the card 
announcing 
Purpose for 
which offerings 
are being made 
can be inserted 
or removed 
readily. Price, 
$1.35, postpaid. 





PRAYERS FOR CHILDREN 


A new booklet containing carefully 
selected Prayers for use in the Be- 
ginners’, Primary, and Junior Depart- 
ments. This fills a great need in the 
Sunday-school and the home as it al- 
so contains choice Evening Prayers, 
Grace for the Table, etc. This little 
book has been highly recommended. 
Price 10c, postpaid. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N. 
Dayton, Ohio 
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Our New Airship Flight S..S. Contest 


By A. R. Wells and H. G. Simpson in collaboration. 
Beautifully lithographed in six colors, 
Size, 36 in. x 104 in, 


If you want to increase your enrollment, to get rid of the habit of so many of your teachers and 
pupils coming in late, or have new life and interest on the part of all, purchase this contest, put it on 


in your school and watch the satisfactory results that are sure to follow. 
Sunday-school. Try it and be convinced. 
AIRSHIP FLIGHT FOR YOUR SCHOOL 


4 


a p 


This contest may be used at any time that the need is felt of building 
up Sunday-school interest in Attendance, Offerings, Enrollments, Bible 
Bringing, Home Study, Lesson Knowledge, Missionary Endeavors, or the 
Visitation of Absentees. 


The plan is based upon a map of the world, Mercator’s projection. 
Fourteen cities are marked plainly on the map: New York, London, Paris, 
Rome, Athens, Jerusalem, Bombay, Calcutta, Peking, Tokyo, San Fran- 
cisco, Denver, Chicago, and Toronto. 


These cities are identified by reproductions in half tone of pleasing 
seenes or landmarks, which are distributed in the order of sequence on 
the chart’s borders. 


The ships start from New York or the city nearest home, making one 
city a week if its class meets the required conditions, the first ship return- 
ing being victor. Besides the class number, each ship bears the name of a 
leading preacher, missionary, Sunday-school worker, philanthropist, mer- 
chant, or statesman. A list of these accompanies the chart, with brief bio- 
graphical details indicating why they were selected. 


Complete Outfit: 


The Chart Lithographed in six colors. Size 
36 inches by 104 inches, with grommets 
at corners and in center of top and 
bottom. 

40 Die Cut Hydroplanes, made of durable 
manila, Size, 4x4 inches. Each differ- 
ent from the other in name and color. 

200 Invitations to Join Flight. Size, 3x 


5. Attractive in design and printed on 
coated paper. 


40 Instruction and Adaptation Leaflets. 
200 Song Leafiets. For the 
First Sunday. 


500 Report Blanks. 


Inspirational 


40 Gummed Labels bearing names of ships 


and biographs. To be applied to class 


books, card, or collection envelopes. 


Tally Sheet. 
Price, Complete, $10.00, postpaid 


The Christian Publishing Association 
Fifth and Ludlow Sts. 


A paying investment for any 


WHAT IT HAS DONE FOR SMALL 
AND LARGE SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 


Gained 270 Members, In Better Con- 
dition Than For Five Years 


“For several months past our School, 
the Bushwick Avenue Central M. E., has 
been using the Airsh.p Flight Contest with 
very remarkable results. It was a_ sub- 
stantial help in adding two hundred and 
seventy members to our School in the In- 
ter-School contest promoted by the Brook- 
lyn Sunday-school Union. It has also been 
used very effectively in the Inter-Depart- 
mental Contest within the School itself, 
terminating at Christmas time and based 
upon the points of punctuality, attendance, 
and new membership. The whole school 
has a better spirit and is in a better con- 
dition than in the past five years, largely 
as a result of the use of this Airship 
Flight plan.”—Frank L, Brown, Supt. 


Gained 70 Members 


“IT am very glad to bespeak a few words 
of praise for this Contest which I con- 
sider has been the most interesting and 
successful one ever held in our school.— 
We ran the Contest for twelve weeks and 
between sixty and seventy new members 
were added to our rolls in that time. I 
must say that I consider the Airship Flight 
Contest far above anything else of its 
kind on the catalogue lists today.”—E. R. 
Broad, Supt. of Westminster United Pres- 
byterian Sunday-school of Brooklyn. 


Aroused Interest, Gained 25% in 
Enrollment 


“We have used this set with modified 
rules to suit conditions, for about two and 
one-half months, to decided profit in arous- 
ing interest and in enlarging our school 
enrollment about twenty-five percent.’’— 
Leonia M. E. Sunday-school. 


Aroused Enthusiasm, Increased At- 
tendance and Punctuality 


“The Contest has aroused considerable 
interest and enthusiasm in the classes. 

“One of the advantages of this form 
of Contest is that it can be used for dif- 
ferent purposes. The Contest we are just 
closing has been used to stimulate the at- 
tendance and punctuality of both the 
teachers and scholars, and it has accom- 
plished considerable in that direction. We 
have other Contests in view later on, which 
I am sure will prove successful, and in 
which we will use the same material.”— 
Joseph M. Lesser, Supt. of Metropolitan 
Tabernacle Sunday-school of Manhattan. 


Inerease in Attendance, Punctuality, 
Membership, and Offerings 


“I am pleased to advise you that the 
Contest, which we are just about to finish, 
has been most successful and thus far we 
have arrived at the following approximate 
figures which cover the points of our pres- 
ent contest :— 


Increased attendance 
Increased punctuality 
Increased membership 
Increased collections 


“I take pleasure in recommending this 
Contest."—-F. H. Van Duzer of Calvary 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of West New 
Brighton, S. I. 
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